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Our Vision: “Oak Ridge Baptist Church exists to Glorify God,
Reach People; Teach the Word, Worship God and
Fellowship with Others, all in the Name of Christ.”

A Note from the Pastor…
Busyness seems to be an average pace during this time of
the year. As I walked into a store in October this year, I was
surprised to see Christmas decorations and Christmas music
playing overhead. Everything has been pressed into one long,
busy holiday. Accompanying busyness is his good friend
tired. They seem to go hand and hand, and wherever busyness
is seen, tired is sure to follow. These two culprits can evict joy
and obscure purpose.
This season, I challenge you to slow down and put priorities
in order. It is so easy for things to get out of hand and before
you know it, precious time has slipped away. I am reminded
of Psalm 127:

Oak Ridge Baptist Church
P O Box 207
Marietta, Texas 75566
903-835-3671
Office Hours: Tues & Thurs 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Pastor: Dr. Chas Carlisle
chas293@gmail.com
Parsonage: 903-835-2415
Cell: 903-650-1952
♫ Choir Director: Lynda Sims 508-439-2441 ♫
Youth: Les & Barbara Huddleston 903-835-6700
Website: www.oakridgefamily.com
Sunday School—9:45
Morning Worship—10:50
Sunday Evening Worship—6:00
Oak Ridge Kids--Wednesday Evenings-- 6:00
Wednesday Night Meal and Bible Study—6:00

Deacons
Les Huddleston, Chairman
Randy Brock
Bill Carr
Ken Didway
Harold Foster
Jerry Green
George Lindsey
James Long
Homer Smallwood

903-835-6700
903-835-6381
254-613-0201
903-563-3797
903-835-3508
903-835-5311
903-650-3574
830-326-1444
903-650-3585

Two good looking, industrious plarners: Emma Carlisle and Hannah
Luebbert. Their help was greatly appreciated.

“Unless the Lord builds the house, those who build it
labor in vain. Unless the Lord watches over the city,
the watchman stays awake in vain. It is in vain that
you rise up early and go late to rest, eating the bread
of anxious toil; for he gives to his beloved sleep.”
The first part of this verse is often used, and rightly so, in
speaking of God’s work in the church. The latter part speaks
to the futility of our struggle when we are not correctly focused
on God’s desire and design.
This season it will be easy to be distracted by good things
and not focus on what is best. Perhaps the things you find
yourself busy with are good, but are they necessary and are
they what is best? We will see mountains of tasks and take
them into our own hands, striving to get them done in our own
strength. Amid accomplishing much, we will find that we
missed out on a lot of things. Instead, of spending time
visiting and cherishing our family, we were in the kitchen.
Instead of giving our children time, we were busy trying to
supply them with gifts that will soon break. Most likely,
accomplishing these tasks will push our personal time with
God to the back burner.
Let this season be purposeful. When we purpose and focus
our time, distractions do not overwhelm so easily. However,
this takes resolve. My prayer is that this holiday season will be
a blessing and you will find yourself delighting in your Lord
and Savior, Jesus Christ.
This season many things are happening in the life of our
church. First, we will be caroling on Wednesday, December
19th. The choir will be sharing their Christmas music on
December 23rd, and we will also share the Lord’s Supper
together. We have our Christmas Eve service on Monday,
December 24th. Finally, we will pray in the New Year with a
New Year’s Eve celebration. I pray that you are able to join us
in these times of fellowship and worship.
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The rich can pay a ransom for their lives, but the poor
won’t even get threatened.—Proverbs 13.8 [NLT]
Whether rich or poor there is always something to be thankful for
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The shallower the brook, the more it babbles.—Unknown

November 2018
James 5:14-15

Mourning and Sick
Week of 11/25
Dendy, Robin
Scott, Gene
Scott, Sandra
Holzhofel, Heidi
Matlock, Max

Week of 11/18
Rita McCoy
McCann, Robert
Carlisle, Sheila
Carlisle, Levi
Pittman, Gayle
Dicker Family
Shaddix, Jo

Week of 11/11
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Bratcher, Carrie
May, Roger
Prejean,Cindy
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Crawford, Johnny
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Ragland, Wanda
Spencer, Pat
Razzi, Miranda
Davis, Nathan
England, Doug
Raines, Rafael
Crocker, Shirley
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Grisham, Charlene
Ragland, Bo
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2-17
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A Study of the Gospel of John
Full of Grace and Truth Dec-Feb

ECDK V{Ü|áàÅtá ctÜàç
Well, it’s the time of year again when the Fosters of
Cornett Community invite all ORBC adults and friends to
assemble at their home for their annual Christmas party! Be
sure to mark your calendar for Friday, December 21st at
6:00 p.m. for this special yuletide gathering. If you can’t
make it by 6:00 come anyway—you may arrive any time
during the evening without fear of chastisement.
Be sure to bring a ‘white elephant’ gift (def: any item you
no longer have a use for, but could be appreciated by
someone else—or something just plain funny). Don’t forget
to bring your favorite holiday goody. [Drinks will be provided.]
If stairs are a problem you can pull your sleigh to the door
on the south side (towards Hughes Springs) or park in the
driveway and come in the carport door where there is also a
ramp and handrail. We hope you can be a part of the fun!!!

THE NORMAL CHRISTIAN LIFE
Watchman Nee
[continued from last month ~used by permission -- Sermonindex.net]
We are sinners by constitution rather than by action. As Romans 5. 19 expresses it: "
Through the one man's disobedience the many were made (or 'constituted') sinners ".
How were we constituted sinners? By Adam's disobedience. We do not become
sinners by what we have done but because of what Adam has done and has become.
I speak English, but I am not thereby constituted an Englishman. I am in fact a
Chinese. So chapter 3 draws our attention to what we have done-" all have sinned "but it is not because we have done it that we become sinners.
I once asked a class of children. 'Who is a sinner?' and their immediate reply was,
'One who sins'. Yes, one who sins is a sinner, but the fact that he sins is merely the
evidence that he is already a sinner ; it is not the cause. One who sins is a sinner, but
it is equally true that one who does not sin, if he is of Adam's race, is a sinner too, and
in need of redemption. Do you follow me? There are bad sinners and there are good
sinners, there are moral sinners and there are corrupt sinners, but they are all alike
sinners. We sometimes think that if only we had not done certain things all would be
well ; but the trouble lies far deeper than in what we do: it lies in what we are. A
Chinese may be born in America and be unable to speak Chinese at all, but he is a
Chinese for all that, because he was born a Chinese. It is birth that counts. So I am a
sinner because I am born in Adam. It is a matter not of my behavior but of my
heredity, my parentage. I am not a sinner because I sin, but I sin because I come of
the wrong stock. I sin because I am a sinner.

Cancer and Long Term

We are apt to think that what we have done is very bad, but that we ourselves are
not so bad. God is taking pains to show us that we ourselves are wrong,
fundamentally wrong. The root trouble is the sinner; he must be dealt with. Our sins
are dealt with by the Blood, but we ourselves are dealt with by the Cross. The Blood
procures our pardon for what we have done; the Cross procures our deliverance from
what we are.
MAN'S STATE BY NATURE
We come therefore to Romans 5. 12 - 2 1. In this great passage, grace is brought into
contrast with sin and the obedience of Christ is set against the disobedience of Adam.
It is placed at the beginning of the second section of Romans (5-12 to 8.39) with
which we shall now be particularly concerned, and its argument leads to a conclusion
which lies at the foundation of our further meditations. What is that conclusion? It is
found in verse 19 already quoted: - For as through the one man's disobedience the
many were made sinners, even so through the obedience of the one shall the many
be made righteous." Here the Spirit of God is seeking to show us first what we are,
and then how we came to be what we are.
At the beginning of our Christian life we are concerned with our doing, not with our
being; we are distressed rather by what we have done than by what we are. We think
that if only we could rectify certain things we should be good Christians, and we set
out therefore to change our actions. But the result is not what we expected. We
discover to our dismay that it is something more than just a case of trouble on the
outside that there is in fact more serious trouble on the inside. We try to please the
Lord, but find something within that does not want to please Him. We try to be
humble, but there is something in our very being that refuses to be humble. We try
to be loving, but inside we feel most unloving. We smile and try to look very gracious,
but inwardly we feel decidedly ungracious. The more we try to rectify matters on the
outside the more we realize how deep-seated the trouble is within. Then we come to
the Lord and say, 'Lord, I see it now! Not only what I have done is wrong; I am wrong.'
The conclusion of Romans 5. 19 is beginning to dawn upon us. We are sinners. We
are members of a race of people who are constitutionally other than what God
intended them to be. By the Fall a fundamental change took place in the character of
Adam whereby he became a sinner, one constitutionally unable to please God; and
the family likeness which we all share is no merely superficial one but extends to our
inward character also. We have been " constituted sinners ". How did this come
about? "By the disobedience of one", says Paul. Let me try to illustrate this.
My name is Nee. It is a fairly common Chinese name. How did I come by it? I did not
choose it. I did not go through the list of possible Chinese names and select this one.
That my name is Nee is in fact not my doing at all, and, moreover, nothing I can do
can alter it. I am a Nee because my father was a Nee, and my father was a Nee
because my grandfather was a Nee. If I act like a Nee I am a Nee, and if I act unlike a
Nee I am still a Nee. If I become President of the Chinese Republic I am a Nee, or if I
become a beggar in the street I am still a Nee. Nothing I do or refrain from doing will
make me other than a Nee.
We are sinners not because of ourselves but because of Adam. It is not because I
individually have sinned that I am a sinner but because I was in Adam when he
sinned. Because by birth I come of Adam, therefore I am a part of him. What is more,
I can do nothing to alter this. I cannot by improving my behaviour make myself other
than a part of Adam and so a sinner. In China I was once talking in this strain and
remarked, 'We have all sinned in Adam'. A man said, 'I don't understand', so I sought
to explain it in this way. 'All Chinese trace their descent from Huang-ti', I said. 'Over
four thousand years ago he had a war with Si-iu. His enemy was very strong, but
nevertheless Huang-ti overcame and slew him. After this Huang-ti founded the
Chinese nation. Four thousand years ago therefore our nation was founded by
Huang-ti. Now what would have happened if Huang-ti had not killed his enemy, but
had been himself killed instead? Where would you be now?' ' There would be no me
at all', he answered. 'Oh, no! Huang-ti can die his death and you can live your life.'
'Impossible!' he cried, 'If he had died, then I could never have lived, for I have derived
my life from him.'
Do you see the oneness of human life? Our life comes from Adam. If your greatgrandfather had died at the age of three, where would you be? You would have died
in him! Your experience is bound up with his. Now in just the same way the
experience of every one of us is bound up with that of Adam. None can say, 'I have
not been in Eden', for potentially we all were there when Adam yielded to the
serpent's words.
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Oak Ridge Baptist Church
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1

2

3

4
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Church Council

Business Mtg

Candace Adams

Beverly Binkley

10

11

12

Doris Baugh

Senior Luncheon
11:30

9

Caleb Carlisle

Chris Brock

17

18

16

19

6

7

8

13

14

15

Jessica Lewis

A-Donald & Hope
Cook

21

22

Foster Christmas
Party
6 pm

Lilly Wright

20

A- Ricky & Mary
McDermott
Christmas
Caroling

Emma Carlisle
Judy Hicks

A-Randy & Mary
Ann Brock

23

24
Christmas Eve
Service
5:30

Choir Program
30
A-Charles &
Frances Elliott

25

26

Christmas
Day

Mary Beth Best

Attendance
Oct [81]

28

29
Marcy Taylor

31
New Year’s Eve
Celebration

Worship

27

Nov 87 ↑

A-Chet & Jewell
Brown

An energetic Oak Ridge team came together recently to perform
some needed roofing chores. The crew are from left to right:
Randy Long, Ken Didway, Ricky McDermott, JJ Taylor, David
Wynn, Jim Long. Not shown: Les Huddleston—he was elected to
take the picture, but if you come to church we’ll be sure to point
him out.

Donations
October

17,659

November 12,219 ↓

December Nursery Volunteers
Dec
Dec
Dec
Dec
Dec

2
9
16
23
30

Barbara Huddleston
Randy Brock
Kelly Wise
Jewell Brown
Mary Ann Brock

Volunteers—Please check with Judy Smallwood before church to
see if you will be needed

Fire goes out without wood, and quarrels disappear
when gossip stops.— Proverbs 26:20 [NLT]

Seek not to understand so thou mayest believe , but believe so
that thou mayest understand.—Augustine of Hippo

Library Lines
December 2018
~Susan Loffer~

December already? Give yourself a Christmas present---take a few
quiet minutes to sit and read a good book. We have lots of books
with a Christmas theme, or you can sample one of our new
additions. In any case, I hope you will have a joyous, peaceful
holiday. New this month:

Battlefield of the Mind by Joyce Meyer. (non-fiction. How to
overcome worry, doubt, confusion, negative thoughts, and anger to
have the victorious Christian life.)
Wild Montana Skies by Susan May Warren (fiction. An exciting
prequel to Rescue Me, a mixture of romance, danger, and
adventure)
Threads of Suspicion by Dee Henderson (fiction. A new novel
from a favorite mystery writer.)
Angels Watching Over Me by Michael Phillips (fiction. A Civil
War story featuring Mayme, a slave, and Katie, the daughter of a
wealthy planter, as they face the future following the War.)
Loving Luther by Allison Pittman (Historical romance novel. This is
the fictionalized life story of the former nun who married Martin
Luther. A fascinating look at Luther’s life and times. I loved this
book!)

Read the Bible in a Year
November--December 2018
© 1980, 1991 R.J. Krejcir Into Thy Word www.intothyword.org
This Bible reading plan will take you through the entire bible in one year.

Nov 1: Matt 20-21
Nov 2: Luke 18:15-19:48
Nov 3: Mark 11; John 12
Nov 4: Matt 22; Mark 12
Nov 5: Matt 23; Luke 20-21
Nov 6: Mark 13
Nov 7: Matt 24
Nov 8: Matt 25
Nov 9: Matt 26; Mark 14
Nov 10: Luke 22; John 13
Nov 11: John 14-17
Nov 12: Matt 27; Mark 15
Nov 13: Luke 23; John 18-19
Nov 14: Matt 28; Mark 16
Nov 15: Luke 24; John 20-21
Nov 16: Acts 1-3
Nov 17: Acts 4-6
Nov 18: Acts 7-8
Nov 19: Acts 9-10
Nov 20: Acts 11-12
Nov 21: Acts 13-14
Nov 22: James
Nov 23: Acts 15-16
Nov 24: Gal 1-3
Nov 25: Gal 4-6
Nov 26: Acts 17-18:18
Nov 27: 1/2Thess
Nov 28: Acts 18:19-19:41
Nov 29: 1Cor 1-4
Nov 30: 1Cor 5-8
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Dec 1: 1Cor 9-11
Dec 2: 1Cor 12-14
Dec 3: 1Cor 15-16
Dec 4: 2Cor 1-4
Dec 5: 2Cor 5-9
Dec 6: 2Cor 10-13
Dec 7: Acts 20:1-3; Rom 1-3
Dec 8: Rom 4-7
Dec 9: Rom 8-10
Dec 10: Rom 11-13
Dec 11: Rom 14-16
Dec 12: Acts 20:4-23:35
Dec 13: Acts 24-26
Dec 14: Acts 27-28
Dec 15: Colossians;
Philemon
Dec 16: Ephesians
Dec 17: Philippians
Dec 18: 1 Timothy
Dec 19: Titus
Dec 20: 1 Peter
Dec 21: Heb 1-6
Dec 22: Heb 7-10
Dec 23: Heb 11-13
Dec 24: 2 Timothy
Dec 25: 2 Peter; Jude
Dec 26: 1 John
Dec 27: 2/3 John
Dec 28: Rev 1-5
Dec 29: Rev 6-11
Dec 30: Rev 12-18
Dec 31: Rev 19-22

Oak Ridge History
June 7, 1936
The Oakridge Baptist Church met in call conference. H. M. Thompson
was elected clerk protem. The deacons recommended the time for the
meeting to be the 2nd Sunday in August also that Bro. Johnson be asked
to assist in the meeting and if they failed to get Bro. Johnson to ask Bro.
Wade of Texarkana. The recommendations were adopted by move and
second voted to set Tuesday after 3rd Sunday to clean the cemetery.
Move and seconded that a committee be appointed by Bro. Womack to
contact painters and get bids on painting the Church. Mr. Day, Mr. W. A.
Harty, Mr. Dave Womack, and Mr. C. A. Stroman were appointed. Move
and second conference adjourn.
August 20, 1936
The Oakridge Baptist Church met in regular conference. The minutes
were read and approved. The action of the Church of granting a letter of
dismissal to Ila Mae Womack was rescinded as she had never placed her
letter elsewhere. Mrs. Lillian Loffer Stevens, Raymond Lawhon, and
Willie D. Womack were granted letters of dismission. Move and second
the following messengers be elected to the Association: Brothers J. T.
Robinson, L. E. Loffer, R. H. Womack, Craytus Hancock, Mrs. H. M.
Thompson, Brother A. M. Womack. Move and second we adjourn the
church letter to the Association to be read the first Sunday.
October 4, 1936
The Oakridge Baptist Church met in call conference. The following
church officers and Sunday School Officers were elected for the coming
year:
Mr. C. A. Wood - S. S. Supt
Mr. Lem Loffer - Asst. Supt. Mr. T. E.
Womack - Secretary
Mrs. H. M. Thompson - Asst. Sec.
Teacher Men’s Bible Class - J. A. Penny
Teacher Young Men Class - L. E. Loffer
Teacher Young Ladies Class - Miss Lenore Morris
Teacher Gleaners - Mrs. Nona Shaddix
Teacher Boys Class - Mr. Garvin Gibson
Teacher Girls Class - Mrs. Ouida Milner
Teacher Junior Girls Class - Mrs. Joe Robinson
Teacher Junior Boys Class - Mrs. Thelma Holt
Teacher Beginners Class - Mrs. Mary Womack
Pianist - Lucia Pearle Penny
Asst. pianist - Genevie Loffer
Song Leader - Swan Burkhalter
Asst. Song Leader - Frances Porter
The Church letter to the Association was read and approved.
November 15, 1936
The Oakridge Baptist Church met in regular conference. Move and
second the church call Rev. A. L. Pearce as pastor provided he would
move on the field at a salary of $50.00 per month and a house furnished.
No other business conference adjourned.
The Church met in call conference. A letter was read from Rev. A. L.
Pearce stating he could not be here until the fifth Sunday. Mr. Kermit
Womack and Miss Loise Stroman were granted letters of dismission.
December 20, 1936
The Church met in regular conference. Minutes were read and
approved. Rev. Pearce accepted the call of the church. The deacons
recommended that the church move Bro. Pearce on the field. Motion
carried. By move and second Bro. Pearce was granted leave of absence
the first Sunday he secure someone to preach in his place. Miss Reba
Harris was granted a letter of dismission. No other business conference
adjourned.
It is of no use to spread time, labor or manure too thin—The Old
Farmer’s Almanac, 1922

