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A cheerful group came together recently to help Billye Foster celebrate her
birthday with cake and light refreshments recently. However, no report was made
that noise makers and pointy hats were employed at this event. Seated around the
table were [L-R] Gayle Pittman, Mary McDermott, Billye Foster and June Love.
Others were also in attendance to help celebrate and eat the cake.

A Note from the Pastor…
Last week, I moved a piece of furniture that rested in the
same location for years. When it was gone, I could see the
impressions in the carpet, and the dirt and grime once blocked by
the small table caught my eye. The remnants left behind were a
testimony of neglect and the adage, “out of sight, out of mind.” The
dirt slowly collected over the year, but because the table masked it,
there was no need to clean.
Sin in our lives often works in the same manner. Though all sin
carries the same wages, some transgressions are more evident than
others. For instance, robbing a bank receives much more attention
than the lie you told to get out of work. These large, obvious sins
often mask other problems. Again, when I write of a large sin, I am
using the term large to label its prominence.
When we deal with these sins, there is often dirt and grime
left behind. The remaining sin has been there all along, but the most
prominent sin masked it. Our relief in battling the significant issue
sometimes leaves us feeling good enough, seeing no need to deal
with the little mess that remains. The lack of dealing with the
remaining matters is dangerous.
In our celebration of Christmas, the reason we celebrate is
Christ. However, we must not forget that we are celebrating His
atoning work as we remember His birth. He came to put an end to
the reign of sin and death. During this time of merriment, we must
engage battling the sins of the flesh, the influence of the world, and
removing the influence of darkness in our lives. Perhaps the best
way you can celebrate is by pursuing the holiness that Christ calls us
to through redemption.
I pray that you have a Merry Christmas. Oak Ridge Baptist
Church is a blessing to us, and it is a wonderful family!
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December Quiz

[answers on back page]
All answers begin with the letter ‘E’

1 Persian queen that saved the Jewish people _______________.
2 A prophet who told Hannah she would have a child
_______________________.
3 One of Joseph’s sons later a main tribe in Israel___________.
4 The prophet who started a bonfire without a match
________________________.
5 The country where the Israelites were slaves for 430 years
_________________________.
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Well, it’s the time of year. Don't forget to mark your calendar for
the annual Christmas Party at the home of Billye Foster of Cornett
Community. All ORBC adults and friends who would like to come
celebrate the season are invited to assemble at her home! This year
the special seasonal gathering will be held Friday, December 13th at
6:00 p.m.. If you can’t make it by 6:00 come anyway—you can show
up any time during the evening without severe chastisement.
Be sure to bring a ‘white elephant’ gift (def: any item you no
longer have a use for, but could be more appreciated by someone
else). Don’t forget to bring your favorite holiday goody. [Drinks will
be provided.]
If stairs are a problem you can pull your sleigh to the garage side
and come in the carport door where there is a handy ramp and
handrail. We hope you will come and be a part of the fun!!!

6 The first garden __________________________.
7 A memorial stone _________________________
8 Mother of Timothy ________________________.
9 Jesus taught that we are to love our ____________________.
10 First lady, first wife, first mother: _______________________.
11 A city in Asia Minor where Paul preached for more than a year
___________________________.
12 Mother of John the Baptist __________________________.
13 A son of Cain who was the father of Methuselah
__________________________.
14 Two disciples met the resurrected Jesus on the road to
___________________________.
15 An extremely overweight king of Moab_________________.
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Abiding in God's Grace-His Free and Unmerited Favor

James 5:14-15

Mourning and Sick
Week of 11/24
Hearon, Lane
Hill, Josh
Smith, Terry
Smith, Teresa
Smith, Victoria
Moore, Grace
Shaddix, Daniel

Week of 11/17
3 bros. custody issue

Weems, Thomas
Ragland Family
Chandler, Kimber
Long, David,Lavon,Eli

Satterfield, Nancy

Church Family
Barnes, Betty
Baugh, Garland
Binkley, Jo & Bill
Bloyd, Billie
Brock, Randy
Brown, Chet & Jewel

Week of 11/10
Crump, Darrel
Brinkley, Molly
Eubanks,Nina & Mitch
Hancock, Darrel
Menzel Family
Beasley, Mike

12/1/19

Hawkins, Brenda
Hill, Katie
Holcomb, Chris
Jones, Buck
Lindsey, Mary
Luebbert, Alex

McCann, Robert
Murphy, Billy
Schmidt, Judy

Cancer and Long Term
Alford, Katy
Bailey, Lori
Baker, Sue
Brown, Mike
Cambron, Vance
Capps, Calvin
Capps, Larry
Capps, Morris
Carmack, Kenneth
Cook, James
Cook, Janice
Crawford, Benny
Crocker, Hollye
Crocker, Luna
Crocker, Robert
Davis, Nathan
Day, Ronnie
Ellis, Grady
Estridge, Johnny
Fitzpatrick, Susan
Granderson, Steve
Guess, Don
Heard, Sandra
Hicks, Johnny
Jester, Matthew

Hill, Richard
Hodges, Joyce
Holmes, Don
Horne, Betty Jean
Huddleston, Mary
Jones, Karla
Jones, Roy
Long, Jeff
Mahone, Allan
Martin, Barbara
Matlock, Max
McCord, Kenneth
McCrary, Sandy
Medina, Jailays
Messick, Jamie
Minor, Regina
Monk, Glen
Moonyham, Lucille
Munich, Doris
Murphy, Billy

Rodriguez, Luz
Roller, Sherry
Rutherford, Michael

Simpson, Gary
Smallwood, Hubert

Spencer, Pat
Tassimari, Tim
Taylor, Melissa
Uncle Morris
van Dalen, Dirk
van Dalen, Karen
Voss, Benny
Voss, Donald
Voss, Helen
Weatherly, Taylor
Wiley, Darlene
Wilkerson, Kevin
Wyatt, Kristen
York, Monte

Packer, Courtney
Patterson, Stevie
Pittman, Mickey
Poag, Beth
Presley,Laura

Two members of the unofficial Playground Safety Committee Ken
Didway and Les Huddleston check out the new addition to the
playground recently—the Flying Gennie. The color theme chosen for the
new addition is John Deere green and yellow. This apparatus also spins,
but the testers figured it would be best not to get too exuberant with
the spinning feature so soon after lunch. Close observation will reveal
that each tester elected their own unique technique as determined by
the degree of faith each could muster in the device. For example, we
see Ken exhibiting great confidence as he used the feet off the ground
method while Les takes the conservative approach with the feet on the
ground technique in case something goes terribly wrong. But all went
well and the Flying Gennie is now in business.

In the beginning, after God had created Adam and Eve, He
loved to fellowship with them while they walked together in the
Garden of Eden. Adam and Eve did not know about sin and evil
because they were innocent and pure. God gave Adam and Eve
only one commandment to obey. They were not to eat of the tree
of the knowledge of good and evil. From the beginning, God has
given mankind the power of choice, and He has never revoked it.
Satan, a powerful fallen angel, deceived Eve by tempting her
to eat of the fruit from the forbidden tree. He told her she could
disobey God without any consequences, and that eating the fruit
would give her godlike knowledge. Then Eve chose to eat and
offered the fruit to her husband, and he made the same terrible
mistake.
What a fatal choice! Their innocence was gone. They were
guilty. Shamefully recognizing their nakedness, they tried to cover
themselves with aprons of fig leaves. They became afraid of God
and hid when they heard His voice. That was only the beginning of
trouble. Adam and Eve were banned from the Garden of Eden and
they became subject to sin and death. Even the earth was cursed
because of what they had done.
They now found they were inclined to do evil. Their knowledge of
Cancer and Long Term
good and evil did not keep them from doing wrong. Spiritual death
passed down to their children and, eventually, to all their posterity.
The influence of evil is all around us. We find every evil thing
imaginable in our world today. People are proud and lustful, seeking
pleasure and power. They make many wrong choices and suffer the
sad consequences. One person's choice often makes those around
him miserable. How terrible are the results of sin!
Many homes are unhappy because of wrong choices. Children
often suffer when families are separated through divorce. People
indulge in addictions and evil habits. Innocent children grow up under
this influence, accepting it as normal, corrupting their young minds.
How will this cycle be broken?
There is hope! God in His mercy came to Adam and Eve and clearly
revealed the great sin they had committed, but He promised a
Redeemer who would deliver them.
Many years later, Jesus Christ was born. He taught the way of
truth. He came so that we could have spiritual life, and have it more
abundantly (John 10:10). To receive this new life, we must become
converted. Jesus said, "Verily I say unto you, except ye be converted,
and become as little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of
heaven" (Matthew 18:3).
Like Adam and Eve, our sins bring guilt and shame. Jesus calls us to
repent of our sins, which means we are sorry for them and are willing
to forsake them. If we turn to Jesus, asking Him to forgive our sins
and believing He is able to save us, He cleanses our hearts. He gives
us daily grace as we yield to His Spirit and walk in obedience to His
Word. We are filled with the Holy Spirit, which gives us power to
overcome sin. "For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not
of yourselves: it is the gift of God" (Ephesians 2:8). "But as many as
received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God,
even to them that believe on his name" (John 1:12).
The Christian believer trusts God to provide and care for him. He
listens to the voice of the Holy Spirit, who comforts him when he
does right and reproves him when he does wrong. He learns more
and more to trust God for strength to overcome temptations. Each
victory strengthens his faith. He finds that victory is always within
reach when he relies on God's enabling grace each day.
A Christian believer becomes aware that sin separates him from
God. Therefore, he no longer associates with evil companions and he
avoids ungodly activities. God does not force him to do this. He
chooses to live separately from the evils of the world he once enjoyed
because his former worldly desires has been inwardly changed.

The child of God is at peace because the guilt of sin has been
taken away. Confident in God's love and forgiveness, he brings his
cares and burdens to God in prayer. This makes it possible to live
without anxiety and fear. He walks daily with Jesus, thus finding true
happiness and fulfillment. As long as he does not sin willfully, he
remains at peace with God.
A true believer in Christ seeks fellowship with those who share his
faith and trust in God. Together, they find joy in talking about their
Christian lives. They share their blessings and struggles to strengthen
each other. Burdens become lighter, and there is new strength for
victory.
Will you surrender your life to Jesus? God's grace is available to all
who will repent and believe. Commit your past, present, and future to
Him. Nothing less than complete, heartfelt repentance and faith in Christ
will bring the peace, joy, and enabling grace of God into your life. Give
Him your heart today.
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A=Anniversy

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

Candy Adams

Beverly Binkley

11

12

13

14

Chili Fundraiser

8

9

10
Senior Luncheon
11:30

Dan Griekspoor
Preaching

Foster Christmas
Party
6 pm

Doris Baugh
Caleb Carlisle
15
Christmas
Program
A-Donald &
Hope Cook

22

16

17

18

19

A- Ricky & Mary
McDermott

Emma Carlisle

Kid & Youth
Christmas
Celebration
6:00 -7:30 p.m.

20

21

A-Randy & Mary
Ann Brock

Judy Hicks

23

Tim Ellis
Preaching

24

25

26

Christmas Eve
Service 5:30 pm

No Evening
Service

27

28

Christmas
Caroling

29

30

31

Oak Ridge
Attendance

A-Charles &
Frances Elliott

December Nursery Volunteers
Dec. 1st and 4th ~~ Lois Shaddix
Dec. 8th and 11th ~~ Gayle Pittman
Dec 15th and 18th ~~ Barbara Huddleston
Dec. 22 ~~ Betty Dupont
Dec. 29th ~~ Mary McDermott
Volunteers—Please check with Judy Smallwood before Sunday School and
Church to see if you will be needed. Volunteers are also requested to check
in with Judy on Wednesday nights to see if they will be needed then as well.

November 2018
63
November 2019
70

The Works of God
'Then said they unto him, What shall we do, that we might work the works
of God?'-- John 6:28
All throughout history, mankind has been seeking what they must do to
do the works of God. All people have a knowledge within them of the
reality of God (Romans 1:18-20) and a desire to be right with Him.
However, just as with these Jews, few agree with the Lord as to how to
do it. These Jews were willing to do something to obtain salvation, but
they were not willing to commit themselves to Jesus and accept His gift.
This is one of the major differences between Christianity and the religions
of the world. Religion is willing to make sacrifices to obtain right standing
with God, but Christianity recognizes our complete inability to ever do
enough to save ourselves and calls for total faith and reliance on what
Jesus did for us.
As Jesus began to explain to them in these verses how He was the only
way to the Father (John 14:6) and that they would have to come through
Him, the people grew angry. It always angers the flesh to think that all
our righteous acts can’t save us, but Jesus made it clear that our only part
in salvation is to believe in what He has already done for us. Believe on
Jesus and His finished work, not ours. Salvation is a gift and cannot be
purchased or merited independent of Him. (Romans 10:2-3).

December Library Lines

Oak Ridge History

~Susan Loffer~

Christmas will be here before we can blink! I wish you a blessed
and peaceful holiday. We have some new items, but also many
Christmas-themed books if you would like some light reading when
you sit down to rest your busy feet. New this month:
The Gospel According to Jesus by John F. MacArthur, Jr. A tough
look at what Jesus really meant when He said, “Follow me.”
Praying with Jesus by James Banks. A six-lesson video series on
prayer.
Abiding Mercy by Ruth Reid. “Faith faces an impossible situation:
should she do the right thing and bring heartache to nearly
everyone she knows or deny her true self and always
wonder…what if?”
Love’s Fortune by Laura Frantz. (Part 3 of the Ballantyne Legacy)
Ansel Ballantyne and his daughter Rowena (Wren) leave Kentucky
and return to his father, Silas, when a letter beckons him home.
Wren is unprepared when she is faced with this new life of
privilege.
Shadow of Fear and A Perilous Bargain by Jane Peart.
romantic mysteries in one volume, both set in the 1800s.

Read the Bible in a Year
December 2019
© 1980, 1991 R.J. Krejcir Into Thy Word www.intothyword.org
This Bible reading plan will take you through the entire bible in one year.

Dec 1: 1Cor 9-11
Dec 2: 1Cor 12-14
Dec 3: 1Cor 15-16
Dec 4: 2Cor 1-4
Dec 5: 2Cor 5-9
Dec 6: 2Cor 10-13
Dec 7: Acts 20:1-3; Rom 1-3

Dec 8: Rom 4-7
Dec 9: Rom 8-10
Dec 10: Rom 11-13
Dec 11: Rom 14-16
Dec 12: Acts 20:4-23:35
Dec 13: Acts 24-26
Dec 14: Acts 27-28
Dec 15: Colossians;
Philemon
Dec 16: Ephesians
Dec 17: Philippians
Dec 18: 1 Timothy
Dec 19: Titus
Dec 20: 1 Peter
Dec 21: Heb 1-6
Dec 22: Heb 7-10
Dec 23: Heb 11-13
Dec 24: 2 Timothy
Dec 25: 2 Peter; Jude
Dec 26: 1 John
Dec 27: 2/3 John
Dec 28: Rev 1-5
Dec 29: Rev 6-11
Dec 30: Rev 12-18
Dec 31: Rev 19-22

Oak Ridge Family News
“Rooted in Christ, Reaching With the Gospel”

P O Box 207
Marietta, Texas 75566

Answers to Bible Quiz
‘E’
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14

Esther (Esther
2:16-18)
Eli (I Samuel 1:17)
Ephraim (Genesis
41:52)
Elijah (I Kings 18)
Egypt (Exodus 1:811)
Eden (Genesis
2:15)
Ebenezer (I Samuel
7:12)
Eunice (2 Timothy
1:5)
Enemies (Matthew
5:44)
Eve (Genesis 2:2223)
Ephesus (Acts
18:19)
Elizabeth (Luke
1:57-60)
Enoch (Genesis
5:22)
Emmaus (Luke
24:13)

15 Eglon (Judges
3:12-30

Two

March 9, 1947
The Oakridge Church met in regular conference. Minutes and financial
reports were read and approved. Move was made and seconded that
janitor’s salary be raised to $16.00 per month beginning March 1st. Letters
were granted to Marilyn Harris and Irma Robison. Church voted to pay bus
drivers for trip to Hughes Springs -- the amount to be decided on by drivers.
No further business coming before the Church conference adjourned.
April 6, 1947
The Oakridge Baptist Church met in regular conference. Minutes were read
and approved. The financial report was read. Bro. Fisk expressed
appreciation for the offering the Church gave him for the revival service.
The cemetery committee reported the needed funds had been collected for
the past years work. The Church reelected Mrs. Bill Albright and W. A.
Wommack as this committee but they were not sure they wanted to serve.
The Church voted to set date for Vacation Bible School to be the last week
in May and first week in June. After Bro. Fisks suggestion the Church agreed
to have the bus make the run for Sunday nights services as same as for the
day services. No other business, conference adjourned.
May 4, 1947
The Oakridge Baptist Church met in regular conference. Minutes were read
and approved. A nominating committee to suggest a committee for
cemetery work was appointed as follows. Mr. A. J. Briley and Rev. R. H.
Wommack. Letter was granted Mrs. W. M. Carmichael. Financial report
was read. The date for the Vacation Bible School was changed to first two
weeks in June. Conference adjourned.
July, 1947
The Oakridge Baptist Church met in conference. The minutes of the last
two conference were read and approved. The monthly financial report was
given. Bro. Fisk reported that Bro. Kelly Simmons of Gilmer would do the
preaching for our revival, August 8th through 16th. Letters were granted
Mr. and Mrs. W. J. Lawhorn who had joined the Naples Baptist Church also
letter granted Talmage Lawhorn to the First Baptist Church, College Station.
Bro. Fisk was authorized to appoint a committee to always arrange for
flowers. Mrs. Dixie Harris and Mrs. Lillian Stevens were appointed. No
other business, conference adjourned.

September 7, 1947
The Oakridge Baptist Church met in conference. The minutes were read
and approved and the financial report was given. The Church voted to
divide the remaining revival funds between the Pianist and Pastor after
the bus expense of revival had been paid. The following were
appointed as nominating committee for Teachers and Officers of
Sunday School, The Deacons, Mrs. Hunnicutt, Mrs. Naomi Anthony,
Mrs. Tom B. Smith. No other business conference adjourned.
December 7, 1947
The Oakridge Baptist Church met in regular conference. Minutes were
read and approved. The financial report for the month was read. After
report from the Deacons that the additional land could be purchased
for the cemetery for price of five ($5.00) dollars the Church voted to
buy the land. Bro. Fisk reported that our clothes contributed to the
European Relief amounted to 145 lbs. The clerk stated the cash offering
for Buckner Orphans Home was $137.00. Bro. Fisk announced that the
Legionaries wished to sponsor the Christmas tree and the Church
approval. The Church agreed to buy the Ray Rozell Commentary for
each Class of the Sunday School. The Church voted to increase its
monthly contribution $10.00 for the Cooperative Program making it
$35.00 a month. No other business conference adjourned.

