July 2020

Volume 13

Issue 7

Happy 4th of July

Oak Ridge Family News

Oak Ridge Baptist Church
P O Box 207
Marietta, Texas 75566
903-835-3671
Office Hours: Tues & Thurs 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Website: www.oakridgefamily.com

Pastor: Dr. Chas Carlisle
chas293@gmail.com
Parsonage: 903-835-2415
Cell: 903-650-1952

July Quiz
All Answers Begin with ‘L’
[answers on page 4]

1 Rebekah’s brother _________(Gen. 27:46-28:2)
2 Jesus is called the ________ of God. ((John 1:29)
3 Father of Noah _________(Gen. 5:28-29)
4 Wise virgins took oil for their ________.(Matthew 25:2-4)
5 In the Tabernacle there was a _______ of pure gold. (Exodus 25:31)
6 There was also a __________, or wash basin, made of bronze. (Exodus
30:18)
7 The Ten Commandments are also called the ________ (Exodus 24:12)
8 Naaman was cured of his __________by following Elisha’s
instructions. (2 Kings 5:6)
9 Jacob’s third son _______. (Genesis 34:25)
10 Job spoke of a sea monster called _______________ (Job 33:8)
10 Jeremiah wrote the book of Jeremiah and also ____________
(Jeremiah 31:15)
11 Jesus’ friend who died twice ____________ (John 11:1-2)
12 The death angel passed over Israelites who had put blood on the
_________of the door. (Exodus 12:23)
13 Supper for John the Baptist? ___________ (Matthew 3:4)
14 A woman of Philippi who was a seller of purple cloth and dye. (Acts
16:14, 40)
15 John 3:16: For God so ________ the world…(can you finish it?)

A Note from the Pastor…
I know that things are stressful at the moment. It seems as
though the world is going crazy, and none of us know what will happen
next. Think back to twenty years ago. Did you think you would ever
see what is happening in our country? In our volatile world, it is easy
for our emotions to slide out of control.
As believers, we should be passionate people, but we are not to be
controlled by our emotions. The primary reason for this is that our
affections are to rest in our constant and unchanging God. When he is
the foundation of our thoughts and emotions, God is an anchor that
keeps us from sliding to the extreme. Isaiah 41:10 reminds us, “So do
not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I
will strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous
right hand.”
I want to encourage you to take steps to protect your emotions.
First, I want to urge you to turn off the news. Do you remember when
the news programs were only broadcast a couple of hours a day? This
period was enough for local, national, and world news to be conveyed
to the listener. You know there is a pandemic occurring; you know
that our country is struggling with racial tensions; you know the
troubles around the world. You have all the information you need to
kneel before your Savior in prayer and lay these petitions at His feet.
Next, I want to encourage you to limit the amount of Social Media
in which you participate. These venues feed ignorance and impulse.
Most of the time, you have no means of validating the claims made. A
statement or position is often shared because it sounds good, whether
there is sufficient proof that is true and not misleading. Do not trust
the content you see in these places, and please check the validity of
the statement before you share it.
Finally, spend time reading Scripture. The content and message of
the Bible have not changed. It is the same as it was twenty years ago
and beyond. In its pages, we read of calamity and war arising. We can
read accounts of feast and famine. There are accounts of attempted
genocide and racism. However, all the accounts anchor in the truth
that God is the same yesterday, today, and forever. Scripture reminds
us to root ourselves in the God that sees and knows all. Please guard
your heart.
I continue to try and navigate ministry in and beyond our church
body. At every turn, there are no easy solutions. Please keep praying
for your brothers and sisters in Christ. Please continue to call and
check on each other. Oak Ridge Baptist Church is a blessed body of
believers.

New Oak Ridge Landscaping
The Counsel committee had talked about beautifying the front area of the
church, but no action was taken. Ken Didway (tired of being sheltered at
home from Covid-19) decided we needed to get started and rounded up some
eager workers: Chas Carlisle, George Lindsey, Robert McCann, and Les
Huddleston. Amy Carlisle even helped the guys one day.
Suzie McCann had already done a wonderful job of totally redoing and
refreshing the flower beds and the Church sign area in front. She even had a
vegetable garden last year at the end of the education building wing. Susan
Loffer and Barbara Huddleston helped by weeding the flower beds to get
them ready for more beautifying.
The guys have built and installed benches (to match those in the
playground) and then leveled the ground for pavers and rocks. It is looking
100% better, but there are a few more finishing touches to be added.

Great job Oak Ridge workers!
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LOVE NOT THE WORLD July 2020
~Watchman Nee~ [continued from June 2020]
There is a distinction between the Church of God's building, on the one hand,
and on the other, those valuable social and charitable byproducts that are
thrown off by it from time to time through the faith and vision of its members.
The latter, for all their origin in spiritual vision, possess in themselves a power
of independent survival which the Church of God does not have.
They are works which the faith of God's children may initiate and pioneer, but
which, once the way has been shown and the professional standard set, can
be readily sustained or imitated by men of the world quite apart from that
faith. The Church of God, let me repeat, never ceases to be dependent upon
the life of God for its maintenance. Imagine a living church in a city today with
its fellowship and prayer and Gospel witness, and its many homes and centers
of spiritual activity. Some years hence what do we find? If God's people have
followed him in faith and obedience it may be a place filled more than ever
with the life and light of the Lord and the power of his Word; but if in
unfaithfulness to him they have forsaken their vision of Christ, it may equally
well have become a place where people preach atheism. By then as a church it
will have ceased to exist. For the Church depends for its very existence upon a
ceaseless impartation of fresh life from God, and cannot survive one day
without it. But suppose alongside that church there is a school or hospital or
publishing house, or other religiously founded institution, originating in the
faith of the same church members. Assuming that the need for its service
continues still to exist ten years hence and has not been met by some
alternative private or State enterprise, then the probability is that that work
will still be operating then at a no less efficient and commendable standard of
service. The vision may have gone, but the establishment carries on
indefinitely.
It has become no less worldly than everything else that can be maintained apart
from the life of God. And every such thing is embraced in the Lord's sentence:
"Now is the judgment of this world."

Ricky & Mary McDermott

Suppose I put to you the question, "What work are you engaged in?" You
answer, "Medical work." You say that without any special consciousness other
than pride in the compassionate nature of your calling, and without any sense of
the possible danger of your situation. But if I tell you that medical science is one
more unit of a system that is Satan–controlled, what then? Assuming that as a
Christian you take me seriously, then you are at once alarmed, and your reaction
may even be to wonder if you had not better quit your profession. No, do not
cease being a doctor! But walk softly, for you are upon territory that is governed
by God's enemy, and unless you are on the watch you are as liable as anyone
else to fall a prey to his devices. Or suppose you are engineering, or farming, or
publishing. Take heed, for these too are things of the world, just as much as
running a place of entertainment or a haunt of vice. Unless you tread softly you
will be caught up somewhere in Satan's snares and will lose the liberty that is
yours as a child of God.
How then, you ask, are we to be delivered from his entanglements? Many think
that to escape the world is a matter of consecration, of dedicating themselves
anew and more wholeheartedly to the things of God. No, it is a matter of
salvation. By nature we are all entrapped in that Satanic system, and we have no
escape apart from the mercy of the Lord. All our consecration is powerless to
deliver us; we are dependent upon his compassion and upon his redemptive
work alone to save us out of it. He is well able to do so, and the means whereby
he does it will be the theme of our next chapter. God can set us upon a rock and
keep our feet from slipping. Helped by him we may turn our trade or profession
to the service of his will for as long as he desires it.
But let me repeat again that the natural trend of all the "things that are in the
world" is toward Satan and away from God. Some of them may have been set
going by men of the Spirit with a goal that is Godward, but as soon as the
restraint of the divine life is removed from them, they automatically swerve
around and take that other direction. No wonder then that Satan's eyes are ever
on the world's end, and on the prospect that at that time all the things of the
world will revert to him. Even now, and all the time, they are moving in his
direction, and at the end time they may be expected to have reached their goal.
As we touch any one of the units of his system, this thought should give us
pause, lest we be found inadvertently helping to construct his kingdom.

The Spiritual Life by Andrew Murray (1828 – 1917)

Spiritual or Carnal
https://ia801907.us.archive.org/25/items/spirituallife_cs_libriv
ox/spirituallife_01_murray.mp3
This month’s sheltering in place ‘spiritual meat’ link features Andrew
Murray. In these messages, Dr. Murray explores the dynamics of the
Christian life as Jesus means it to be lived. He explains how the Holy
Spirit is essential to living effectively as a believer. Christians are often all
too well aware of the feebleness of their life and testimony. This most
encouraging series, consisting of lectures given to students at the
Moody Bible Institute in Chicago in 1895, shows how the working of the
Holy Spirit in the Christian’s life makes all the difference. It shows how
God’s power is made perfect in weakness, and how His Holy Spirit may
animate and renew every area of the believer’s life.

[continued August 2020]

Recognizing God
Many people experience Christ’s presence without actually seeing him.
When we apply medicine drops to our eyes, we experience the healing effect,
but we cannot see the drops. In the same way, we recognize the presence of the
Master and his work of cleansing our inner eyes and aiding our spiritual sight
even though we cannot see him.
Those who turn to the Master with open hearts will feel his power and
experience peace. It is like something sweet on the tongue. Both our sense of
taste and the sweetness of the sugar are invisible to the eye. Similarly, Christ
sustains us with unseen nourishment—wisdom that the five senses cannot
grasp.-- Singh, The Devine Presence
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July 2020 Nursery Volunteers
[if needed]
July 5 & 8 ~~ Gayle Pittman
July 12 & 15 ~~ Barbara Huddleston
July 19 & 22 ~~ Betty Dupont
July 26 & 29 ~~ Mary McDermott
Volunteers—Please check with Judy Smallwood before Sunday School and Church to see if you
will be needed. Volunteers are also asked to check in with Judy on Wednesday nights to see if
you will be needed then as well.

David & Gayle Pittman

Religion Being Something Without Christ
14 Then came to him the disciples of John, saying, Why do we and the Pharisees
fast oft, but your disciples fast not?
15 And Jesus said to them, Can the children of the bridal chamber mourn, as long
as the bridegroom is with them? but the days will come, when the bridegroom
shall be taken from them, and then shall they fast. ~Mt 9. 14-15
John the Baptist dropped the old religion and began his ministry in the
wilderness outside of religion. However, after a short time, his disciples
formed a new religion to frustrate men from enjoying Christ, just as the
Pharisees in the old religion did. John the Baptist's ministry was to introduce
men to Christ that Christ might become their Redeemer, their life, and their
all. However, some of his disciples drifted away from his goal, Christ, to some
of John's practices and turned those practices into a religion. To be religious
means to do something for God without Christ. To do anything without the
presence of Christ, even though it is scriptural and fundamental, is religious.
Both the disciples of John, the new-timers of religion, and the Pharisees, the
old-timers of religion, fasted much, yet without Christ. They did not own
Christ as the Bridegroom, but made fasting a matter of religion. Meanwhile,
they condemned the disciples of Christ who did not fast, but had Christ with
them and lived in His presence.
To have a religion is to worship God, to serve God, and to do certain things
to please God, yet without Christ. A religion is anything you do for God
without the Spirit, without Christ. The Pharisees did a great many things for
God, but Christ was not in them. They did many things to serve God, but they
did them without the Spirit. Now the disciples of John the Baptist were
fasting without Christ, without the Spirit. Hence, they formed another
religion.

July 2020 Library Lines

Oak Ridge History

~Susan Loffer~

As the church begins to open up a bit for indoor worship, please
remember to use wisdom and continue to do all you can to be safe. We
value each one of you, and it’s no fun at all to be sick. We do have some
new titles this month, and I encourage you to pick up a book and read to
learn something new, or just to have a break from the everyday.
Non-Fiction
Can We Trust the Gospels? By Peter J. Williams. Williams presents a case
for the historical reliability of the Gospels. “Everyone from the skeptic to
the scholar will find powerful arguments in favor of believing the
Gospels….”
Faith Alone: The Doctrine of Justification by Thomas Schreiner. A Biblical
scholar explains the doctrine of justification by faith by looking at it
historically and examining contemporary challenges to it.
The New Answers Book (Set: Books 1,2,3, and 4) edited by Ken Ham. Do
you have questions about Creation/ Evolution and the Bible? Want to be
able to answer those who do? This is the resource for you! It consists of
short articles on a wide variety of related topics.
Fiction
The Fifth Avenue Story Society by Rachel Hauck. Five strangers receive an
invitation to attend a meeting of the Society. Curiosity causes them to
accept, and through meeting weekly they gain a chance to rewrite their
own stories.
The Masterpiece by Francine Rivers. Rivers hasn’t lost her touch! This is a
riveting page-turner described as an “unexpected and redemptive love
story.”

Read the Bible in a Year
July 2020
© 1980, 1991 R.J. Krejcir Into Thy Word www.intothyword.org
This Bible reading plan will take you through the entire bible in one year.

Jul 1: Oba; Ps 82-83
Jul 2: 2King 1-4
Jul 3: 2King 5-8
Jul 4: 2King 9-11
Jul 5: 2King 12-13; 2Chron 24

Jul 6: 2King 14; 2Chron 25
Jul 7: Jonah
Jul 8: 2King 15; 2Chron 26
Jul 9: Is 1-4
Jul 10: Is 5-8
Jul 11: Amos 1-5
Jul 12: Amos 6-9
Jul 13: 2Chron 27; Is 9-12
Jul 14: Micah
Jul 15: 2Chron 28; 2King 16-17

Jul 16: Is 13-17
Jul 17: Is 18-22
Jul 18: Is 23-27
Jul 19: 2King 18:1-8; 2Chron
29-31; Ps 48
Jul 20: Hos 1-7
Jul 21: Hos 8-14
Jul 22: Is 28-30
Jul 23: Is 31-34
Jul 24: Is 35-36
Jul 25: Is 37-39; Ps 76
Jul 26: Is 40-43
Jul 27: Is 44-48
Jul 28: 2King 18:9-9:37; Ps
46/80/135
Jul 29: Is 49-53
Jul 30: Is 54-58
Jul 31: Is 59-63

Oak Ridge Family News
“Rooted in Christ, Reaching With the Gospel”

P O Box 207
Marietta, Texas 75566

Answers to Bible
Quiz ‘L’
1 Laban
2 Lamb
3 Lamech
4 lamps
5 lampstand
6 laver
7 Law
8 leprosy
9 Levi
10 Leviathan
11 Lamentations
12 Lazarus
13 locusts and wild
honey
14 Lydia
15 loved

January 7, 1953
The Oakridge Baptist Church met in monthly conference. Minutes was read
and approved. The clerk read the monthly Treasurer’s report also stating
the Building Fund now amounts to $24749.89 plus a $37.00 U.S. Bond. The
committee on arranging for additional S.S. rooms reported that after more
discussions and ideas that all were not happy about the previous suggested
arrangements. Bro. Woodson moved and church voted to resent previous
motion convening the arrangements for additional S. S. rooms. A
committee, Lem Loffer, Thurman Wommack, and Joe Robinson, was
appointed to get estimations and plans for building new rooms. The Pastor
stated that a Assocational Training Union Study was scheduled for week of
February 16th. It was decided to plan our S.S. Study Course for the week of
January 19th. The adults and young people to study Philippines (the
suggested book) and Mrs. Naomi Anthony to choose a book for the Juniors.
The clerk suggested we need better means of taking care of our records and
important papers. It was suggested that Mrs. Tom Smith investigate price
of metal files suitable for this. The church voted to buy a Bible for Bro.
James Day and Bro. Lemmon will find out from James just what kind he had
rather have. No other business conference adjourned.
February 10, 1953
Oakridge Baptist Church convened for conference. Minutes was read and
approved. The Treasurer’s report was read. The Building committee
reported that they had nothing definite to report but would like more
discussion by the group. It was decided to talk and pray more about this
matter of building and discuss it some Sunday morning. Since the Workers
conference meets with our church March 13th a committee was appointed
to make plans for feeding the people -- that committee appointed is Naomi
Anthony, Irene Smith, Lucy Rogers and Shirley Lemmon.
March 4, 1953
The Oakridge Baptist Church met in conference. Minutes was read and
approved The Building Committee stated they had nothing definite to
report. The church voted to raise the church and Cemetery Caretakers
salary to $65.00 a month. Bro. James Day’s letter was read stating he
preferred a Schofield Reference Bible since the church wanted to give him a
Bible. No other business, conference adjourned.
April 8, 1953
Treasurer’s report was read. The building Committee reported as follows:
The foundation of present S.S. rooms not substantial and many repairs
needed for that part of our building. They suggested we get some
experienced person’s opinion as to how the present building would look
with S.S. rooms and rest rooms added on either side. The church voted to
have the necessary repairs on the S.S. rooms with the acting committee, J.
T. Robinson, T. E. Wommack, and L. E. Loffer serving on this matter. The
dates for Vacation Bible School was set for June 22-26 and revival for last
two weeks of July. The majority of the church voted to invite Bro. Fasenfeld
back for revival.
May 6, 1953
Building Committee reported they had not been able to get anyone to do
the repair work. Bro. Lemmon read letter from our Associational
Missionary stating plans for School of Missions next January 24th through
29th. Due to some conflict in pastor’s schedule V.B.S. date was set for June
29-July 3rd. Pastor is taking vacation the first two weeks of June. The
church voted to invite Bro. Winford Werley as Singer for revival and to use
the revival donations as designated but that undesignated to be divided 60% go to Evangelist and 40% to Singer. workers for VBS was discussed
Mrs. Woodson said she could not work at that date. Bro. Lemmon said he
would be Principal. Some who will work were named as follows:
Intermediate - Mrs. Blue, Mrs. Crossland, Irene Smith
Jr. - Effie Hampton, Naomi Anthony, Elizabeth McCoy
Primary - Shirley Lemmon
Beginners - Mary Wommack, Bertha Barron, Veneta Hancock
Other to work- Billy Jean Henson, Thelma Russell, Willie Robinson, Janette
Stone.

