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903-835-3671

The Oak Ridge Family News and much
more may be viewed at our website:
www.oakridgefamily.com
Sunday School—9:45
Morning Worship—10:50
Choir Rehearsal—Sunday Evenings at 5:00
Sunday Evening Worship—6:00
Oak Ridge Kids--Wednesday Evenings-- 6:00
Wednesday Bible Study—6:00

Pastor: Dr. Chas Carlisle
chas293@gmail.com
Parsonage: 903-835-2415
Cell: 903-650-1952
♫ Choir Director: Lynda Sims ♫
508-439-2441
Youth: Les & Barbara Huddleston 903-835-6700
David & Carrie Bratcher 903-575-7931

Try to bear patiently the defects and infirmities of others,
whatever they may be, because you also have many a fault which
others must endure.—Thomas a’ Kempis, The Imitation of Christ

Deacons
Les Huddleston, Chairman
Randy Brock
Bill Carr
Ken Didway
Harold Foster
Jerry Green
George Lindsey
James Long
Homer Smallwood

903-835-6700
903-835-6381
903-835-6861
903-563-3797
903-835-3508
903-835-5311
903-650-3574
830-326-1444
903-650-3585

March Nursery Volunteers
March
March
March
March

4
11
18
25

Mary Ann Brock
Homer Smallwood
Deanne Green
Jerry Green

Volunteers—please check with Judy Smallwood before church
to see if you will be needed

Youth
~David & Carrie Bratcher ~

Well it’s that time of year again. It is time to start
planning the youth mission trip. This year we will
be going back to Mission Lab in New Orleans at the
New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary.
We are now in the midst of planning fund raisers for
the trip. This year, as Bro Chas mentioned earlier,
we will be opening up this opportunity to the entire
church body. We will also be staying a full week this
year.
If you have always wanted to go on a mission trip
this is a great opportunity for you to serve. Mission
Lab is quite a bit of fun, but also a lot of work and
very rewarding!
The dates for Mission Lab this year will be
June 3rd through June 8th
We had originally planned for later in the month,
but the earlier date turned out to be more
economical.
So, if you are interested in going with us please let
Bro Chas know.

A Note from the Pastor…
One of my favorite conversations in the Bible is found in John
4. Jesus is at a well with a Samaritan woman. After some time
in Judea, Jesus leaves in order to go back to Galilee. There were
two possibilities for the journey. He could go around Samaria,
or he could go through Samaria. We learn in chapter 4 that he
decided to go through a place most Jews avoided.
The land itself wasn’t the deterrent, it was the inhabitants.
After all, there were places within Samaria that were pivotal in
Jewish history. No, it wasn't the land itself; the reason that the
Jews avoided this land was mostly racial. The Samaritans were
half Jew and half Gentile. During the periods of the Assyrian
invasion and the Babylonians exile, Jews took Gentile spouses
and their offspring eventually became known as Samaritans.
As Jesus and his disciples traveled, John records that Jesus
became tired and stopped outside of Sychar. The disciples went
into the town to get food while Jesus waited by the well. They
were on a normal task. It is a task similar to one they would
often repeat throughout their time with Jesus. While they were
in town, Jesus had a conversation with a woman whose
reputation was less than ideal.
Most of you know the rest of the story. If not, I encourage
you to sit down and read John 4. I want us to skip the details of
the conversation and move to the return of the disciples. When
we get to verse 27, we see the disciples’ amazement with what
they observe. Jesus was not only talking to a woman, but a
Samaritan woman.
So, what about their return is so significant? They brought
food back with them, but that was it. They went into a village
and came back with food. Is there something wrong with that?
Well, let’s look a little closer.
It turns out that in verse 31 we see that Jesus didn’t want the
food they brought to him. The disciples’ immediate reaction
was that someone else had brought him food, but that was not
the case. Yes, they were sent into Sychar to get food, but there
was also a greater purpose. The disciples had already see Jesus
do and teach great things. They knew there was something
different about him that others needed to see. We get an
example of this was we are told how each of the disciples came
to Jesus. However, when they got to Sychar, they brought no
one out to meet Jesus.
The woman at the well did just the opposite. After her
conversation with Jesus, she went into town and invited others
to come and meet Jesus. She acknowledged him as the Christ.
We are told in verse 30 that those who heard her invitation
“went out of the town and were coming to him.”
Are there prejudices that keep you from telling people about
Jesus and wanting them to meet him as the Savior? Are there
people that you would not rejoice over seeing them at

church? Are you so busy in your everyday tasks that you
forget to bring people to Jesus?
My prayer is that we would be faithful in the task of
evangelism. I pray that we would continually bring people to
Jesus and understand that our routine tasks are the means by
which God sends us into places with the message of the Gospel.

March Prayer List
Mourning and Sick
Week of 2/21
Campbell, Vern
Duncan, Stephanie
McRight, Tommy
Smallwood, Allie
Smallwood, Lucille
Wade, Gary

Week of 2/14

Week of 2/7

Abston, Ellen
Cambron Family
Crocker, Hollye
Crosetto Family
Florida School
Long, Jim
Robinson, Pam

Cable Family
Collins, Barbara
Green, Destine
Higgins, Louise
Johnson, Charles
Rainey, Louise
Shaddix Family

Cancer and Long Term
Crawford, Mary
Collins, Larry
Crocker, Robert
Baugh, Garland
Crawford, Johnny
Duncan, Corie
Arnold, Josh
Conway, Donnie
Badgett, Gene
Cook, Janice
Birdsong, Patrick
Brigance, Elmer
Brock, Randy
Bryant, Ray
Dorgan, Tonya
Capps, Calvin
Cason, LaVonda
Campbell, Glenda

Presley, Laura
Minor, Regina
Herold, Katy
Golden, Joyce Ann
Dykes, Chris
Putmen, Betty
Granderson, Steve
Herold, Emily
Hartgrove, Wanda
Hodges, Joyce
Jones, Bobbie
Muscatell, Elizabeth
Mahone, Allan
Mann, David
Matthews, Clint
Mongognia, Caden
Patton, Maxine

Peacock, Skeeter
Raines, Rex
Rodriguez, Patricia
Rutherford, Michael

Scott, Gene
Scott, Sandra
Simpson, Gary
Sims, Greg
Smith, Rodney
Sorrels, Larry
van Dalen, Dirk
van Dalen, Karen
Vickers, Sara
Voss, Benny
Winchester, Gary
Wommack, Steve
Yoder, Ann
York, Monte

Read the Bible in a Year
March/April 2018
© 1980, 1991 R.J. Krejcir Into Thy Word www.intothyword.org
This Bible reading plan will take you through the entire bible in one year.

Mar 1: Num 14-15; Ps 90
Mar 2: Num 16-17
Mar 3: Num 18-20
Mar 4: Num 21-22
Mar 5: Num 23-25
Mar 6: Num 26-27
Mar 7: Num 28-30
Mar 8: Num 31-32
Mar 9: Num 33-34
Mar 10: Num 35-36
Mar 11: Deut 1-2
Mar 12: Deut 3-4
Mar 13: Deut 5-7:
Mar 14: Deut 8-10
Mar 15Deut 11-13
Mar 16: Deut 14-16
Mar 17: Deut 17-20
Mar 18: Deut 21-23
Mar 19: Deut 24-27
Mar 20: Deut 28-29
Mar 21: Deut 30-31
Mar 22: Deut 32-34; Ps 91
Mar 23: Josh 1-4
Mar 24: Josh 5-8
Mar 25: Josh 9-11
Mar 26: Josh 12-15
Mar 27: Josh 16-18
Mar 28: Josh 19-21
Mar 29: Josh 22-24
Mar 30: Jud 1-2
Mar 31: Jud 3-5

Apr 1: Jud 6-7
Apr 2: Jud 8-9
Apr 3: Jud 10-12
Apr 4: Jud 13-15
Apr 5: Jud 16-18
Apr 6: Jud 19-21
Apr 7: Ruth
Apr 8: 1Sam 1-3
Apr 9: 1Sam 4-8
Apr 10: 1Sam 9-12
Apr 11: 1Sam 13-14
Apr 12: 1Sam 15-17
Apr 13: 1Sam 18-20; Ps 11/59
Apr 14: 1Sam 21-24
Apr 15: Ps 7/27/31/34/52
Apr 16: Ps 56/120/140-142
Apr 17: 1Sam 25-27
Apr 18: Ps 17/35/54/63
Apr 19: 1Sam 28-31; Ps18
Apr 20: Ps 121/123125/128-130
Apr 21: 2Sam 1-4
Apr 22: Ps 6/810/14/16/19/21
Apr 23: 1Chron 1-2
Apr 24: Ps 43-45/49/8485/87
Apr 25: 1Chron 3-5
Apr 26: Ps 73/77-78
Apr 27: 1Chron 6
Apr 28: Ps 81/88/92-93
Apr 29: 1Chron 7-10
Apr 30: Ps 102-104

Is It Junk or is it Stuff-- A Definition
Spring is fast approaching and with it many will have the urge to perform
spring cleaning chores around the home. But before you start throwing
out the stuff that has accumulated over time we thought it might be a
good working definition of 'stuff' as opposed to 'junk'. Buck Jones
comes to our aid with the following :
Stuff is the 'junk' you keep; while
Junk is the 'stuff' you throw away
Armed with this guideline may your 2018 spring cleaning be a success.

PURIM

[March 1st]

Marci 1st is the Jewish holiday known as PURIM. It is one of the most joyous and fun
holidays on the Jewish calendar. It commemorates a time when the Jewish people living
in Persia were saved from extermination.
The Book of Esther
The story of Purim is told in the Biblical book of Esther. The heroes of the story are
Esther, a beautiful young Jewish woman living in Persia, and her cousin Mordecai, who
raised her as if she were his daughter. Esther was taken to the house of Ahasuerus, King
of Persia, to become part of his harem. King Ahasuerus loved Esther more than his
other women and made Esther queen, but the king did not know that Esther was a Jew,
because Mordecai told her not to reveal her identity.
The villain of the story is Haman, an arrogant, egotistical advisor to the king. Haman
hated Mordecai because Mordecai refused to bow down to Haman, so Haman plotted
to destroy the Jewish people. In a speech that is all too familiar to Jews, Haman told the
king, "There is a certain people scattered abroad and dispersed among the peoples in all
the provinces of your realm. Their laws are different from those of every other people's,
and they do not observe the king's laws; therefore it is not befitting the king to tolerate
them." Esther 3:8. The king gave the fate of the Jewish people to Haman, to do as he
pleased to them. Haman planned to exterminate all of the Jews.
Mordecai persuaded Esther to speak to the king on behalf of the Jewish people. This
was a dangerous thing for Esther to do, because anyone who came into the king's
presence without being summoned could be put to death, and she had not been
summoned. Esther fasted for three days to prepare herself, then went into the king. He
welcomed her. Later, she told him of Haman's plot against her people. The Jewish
people were saved, and Haman and his ten sons were hanged on the gallows that had
been prepared for Mordecai.
The book of Esther is unusual in that it is the only book of the Bible that does not
contain the name of G-d. In fact, it includes virtually no reference to G-d. Mordecai
makes a vague reference to the fact that the Jews will be saved by someone else, if not
by Esther, but that is the closest the book comes to mentioning G-d. Thus, one
important message that can be gained from the story is that G-d often works in ways
that are not apparent, in ways that appear to be chance, coincidence or ordinary good
luck.
Modern Echoes of Purim
The Pesach (Passover) Seder reminds us that in every generation, there are those who
rise up to destroy us, but G-d saves us from their hand. In the time of the Book of
Esther, Haman was the one who tried to destroy us. In modern times, there have been
two significant figures who have threatened the Jewish people, and there are echoes of
Purim in their stories.
Many have noted the echoes of Purim in the Nuremberg war crime trials. In the Book of
Esther, Haman's ten sons were hanged (Esther 9:13); in 1946, ten of Hitler's top
associates were put to death by hanging for their war crimes (including the crime of
murdering 6 million Jews). An 11th associate of Hitler, Hermann Göring, committed
suicide the night before the execution, a parallel to the suicide of Haman's daughter
recorded in the Talmud (Megillah 16a). There are rumors that Göring was a transvestite,
making that an even more accurate parallel. One of the men seems to have been aware
of the parallel: on the way to the gallows, Julius Streicher shouted "Purim Fest 1946!"
See: Purim Fest 1946: The tale of Julius Streicher. It is also interesting that, in the
traditional text of the Megillah (Book of Esther), in the list of the names of Haman's
sons, the letters Tav in the first name, Shin in the seventh name and Zayin in the tenth
name are written in smaller letters than the rest. The numerical value of Tav-Shin-Zayin
is 707, and these ten men were hanged in the Jewish year 5707 (the thousands digit is
routinely skipped when writing Jewish years; there are no numerals for thousands in
Hebrew numbering). They were not hanged on Purim, though -- they were hanged on
Hoshanah Rabbah.
Another echo of Purim is found in the Soviet Union a few years later. In early 1953,
Stalin was planning to deport most of the Jews in the Soviet Union to Siberia, but just
before his plans came to fruition, he suffered a stroke and died a few days later. He
suffered that stroke on the night of March 1, 1953: the night after Purim (note: Jewish
days end at sunset; you will see March 1 on the calendar as Purim). The plan to deport
Jews was not carried out.
A story is told in Chabad (Lubavitcher Chasidic Judaism) of that 1953 Purim: the
Lubavitcher Rebbe led a Purim gathering and was asked to give a blessing for the Jews
of the Soviet Union, who were known to be in great danger. The Rebbe instead told a
cryptic story about a man who was voting in the Soviet Union and heard people
cheering for the candidate, "Hoorah! Hoorah!" The man did not want to cheer, but was
afraid to not cheer, so he said "hoorah," but in his heart, he meant it in Hebrew: hu ra,
which means, "he is evil"! The crowd at the Rebbe's 1953 gathering began chanting "hu
ra!" regarding Stalin, and that night, Stalin suffered the stroke that lead to his death a
few days later.
Purim Customs and Observances
Purim is celebrated on the 14th day of Adar, which is usually in March. The 13th of Adar
is the day that Haman chose for the extermination of the Jews, and the day that the
Jews battled their enemies for their lives. On the day afterwards, the 14th, they
celebrated their survival. In cities that were walled in the time of Joshua, Purim is
celebrated on the 15th of the month, because the book of Esther says that in Shushan (a
walled city), deliverance from the massacre was not complete until the next day. The
15th is referred to as Shushan Purim. In leap years, when there are two months of Adar,
Purim is celebrated in the second month of Adar, so it is always one month before
Passover. The 14th day of the first Adar in a leap year is celebrated as a minor holiday
called Purim Katan, which means "little Purim." There are no specific observances for
Purim Katan; however, a person should celebrate the holiday and should not mourn or
fast. Some communities also observe a "Purim Katan" on the anniversary of any day
when their community was saved from a catastrophe, destruction, evil or oppression.
The word "Purim" means "lots" and refers to the lottery that Haman used to choose the
date for the massacre. The Purim holiday is preceded by a minor fast, the Fast of Esther,
which commemorates Esther's three days of fasting in preparation for her meeting with
the king.
The primary commandment related to Purim is to hear the reading of the book of
Esther. The book of Esther is commonly known as the Megillah, which means scroll.
Although there are five books of Jewish scripture that are properly referred to as
megillahs (Esther, Ruth, Ecclesiastes, Song of Songs, and Lamentations), this is the one
people usually mean when they speak of The Megillah. It is customary to boo, hiss,
stamp feet and rattle gragers (noisemakers) whenever the name of Haman is mentioned
in the service. The purpose of this custom is to "blot out the name of Haman." We are
also commanded to eat, drink and be merry.

Cancer and Long Term
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Oak Ridge Baptist Church
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

A=anniversary

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

3

Purim
Ashlee Morris

4

5

6

7

Church Council
5 pm
Levi Carlisle

Brenda Hawkins

9

10

8
Business Meeting

Bobbie Jones

14

15

16

17

21

22

23

24

Dr. Chas Carlisle

Mylee Morris

Jo Lawings
Carrie Bratcher

11

12

13
Sr Adult
Luncheon
11:30 a.m.

Harold Foster
Daylight Savings
set clocks ahead
1 hour

18

19

20
st

1 Day of Spring
Bill Carr
Rita McCoy

25
Palm Sunday
Caren Hodges

26

27

28

29

30

31

Sr Adult
Luncheon
11:30 a.m.

Jett Morris

Charlie Carlisle

Good Friday

Passover Begins

Hope Cook
Steven Keener

Library Lines
~Susan Loffer~

March 2018
This month we have some new non-fiction titles, a humorous
look at life by Barbara Johnson, and some new fiction by
familiar authors. Something for everybody!
Bruce & Stan’s Guide to God by Bruce Bickel and Stan Jantz
(This is sub-titled “A User-Friendly Approach”.
It’s very
readable and easily understandable, and addresses many
common misunderstandings about the Bible.)
How to Study Your Bible by Kay Arthur. (A step-by-step
approach to inductive Bible study.)
Love Without End by Robin Lee Hatcher (A modern western)

Military & Law Enforcement
Jeremy Woodard Greg Byers
Chris Frerichs
Daniel Lawings
Josh Ridgeway
Trevor Crosby
Joe Ridgeway
Hall, Justin

The Innkeeper of Ivy Hill by Julie Klassen (A new widow must
find a way to repay a loan and make her way in the Inn she
has inherited from her husband.)
Pack up Your Gloomies in a Great Big Box, Then Sit on Them
and Laugh by Barbara Johnson (A humorous look at the
trials of life and how to have joy in the midst of them.)

February Attendance
Worship
Sunday School

64
46

A man cannot live without worshiping something; without
worshiping he cannot bear the burden of himself. And that
goes for every man. So that if a man rejects God, he will have
to worship an idol that may be made of wood, gold, or ideas.
So those who think they don’t need God are really just idol
worshipers…-- Fyodor Dostoyevsky

Homebound
Madeline Lawings
Bill Binkley
Joyce Harrison
Thelma Smith

Chas & Charlie prepare lunch at Friendship Center in Texarkana
while Ken supervises.

Oak Ridge History
April 24. 1932
The Oak Ridge Baptist Church met in regular conference. Minutes
were read and approved. Moved and second that the treasurer
make a report at each regular conference. Move and second $2.00
per month be allowed Mr. Porter for the lights, he volunteering to
apply same on pastor’s salary. Mr. Harty chairman of the insurance
committee reported that the insurance had not been raised and
wanted a little more time. An opportunity was given for
acknowledgments. Sister Martha Vandiver, Brother Porter, Sister
Dovie Womack and Brother Lou Womack asked the forgiveness and
prayer of the Church. Their acknowledgment was accepted. The
discipline committee reported that they had talked with Brother and
Sister Roberts and they acknowledged dancing but stated they were
not sorry this had violated the Church rules. Move and second a
special committee be appointed to see Brother and Sister Roberts.
The committee reported they had talked to Sister Ollie Porter and
she had said that if she had done wrong she wanted the forgiveness
of the Church which was granted.
Sunday night:
The following were appointed on a special committee Brothers Lem
Loffer and Will Harty and sister J. Womack. Move and second three
more be added to the regular discipline committee Brother C. A.
Stroman and Sisters J. A. Penny and A. M. Womack were appointed.
Move and second the meeting begin on Wednesday eve before the
4th Sunday in July. Mrs. Lou Bohannon made acknowledgments to
the Church, which were accepted.
May 8, 1932
The Church met in call conference. The officers and teachers of the
Sunday School brought the following resolutions to the Church.
That Mrs. Mary Womack be approved as teacher of the boy’s class 3
to 5 years old, Mrs. Earl Harris be approved as teacher of the boys
class 9 to 10 years old and that Mrs. Thompsons class be divided 17
to 25 in one class and 25 to 40 in the other and Mrs. Thompson to
remain teacher of the 25 to 40 class all this was done by motion and
second. Morris Stroman was granted a letter of dismission.
May 21, 1932
The Church met regular conference. Minutes were read and
approved. Treasurer’s report was read and approved. The
insurance committee report was accepted and the committee was
retained. The discipline committee was given more time. The
special committee reported that Brother and Sister Roberts stated
they were not sorry for dancing and did not desire the Church to
send another committee to see them. By move and second the
Church withdrew fellowship from Brother and Sister Roberts. Dr.
and Mrs. L. C. Aday were granted a letter of dismission. The
deacons recommended a committee be appointed to ascertain the
cost of an adequate Sunday School Building for our Church. J. W.
Russell, S. T. Elliott, W. A. Womack, Mrs. H. M. Thompson, Mrs. J. T.
Robinson, and Mrs. Edd Shaddix were appointed on this committee.
J. A. Penny, W. A. Harty, and -Kermit Womack were appointed to
see about lights for the Church. No other business conference
adjourned. Rev. J. C. Vandiver (Moderator)
The Sunday School building committee reported the building
planned could be built for $1000.00
Life gets better when we stop complaining about the troubles
we have and offer thanks for all the troubles we don’t have.
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