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A Note from the Pastor…
I want to begin doing something different for the newsletter each
month. Instead of writing a lesson, I want to start giving you a
book recommendation and a summary of what I gathered from it.
This month, I want to share with you a book by Gary Thomas,
Cherish.
A friend from college posted on Facebook that he was reading it.
As he shared the challenges brought into his life, I decided to order
it and see for myself. Gary Thomas has written other books, but
perhaps the most popular one is called Sacred Marriage (I highly
recommend this book as well).
As I began to read this book, I was intrigued by his overall
premise. As Christians, we have, intentionally or not, adopted the
world's view of love, instead of the idea presented in Scripture.
We use the deluded term to talk about our "love for food" or a
movie that we watched. However, the biblical definition falls more
along the lines of our word cherish. Hence, the name of the book.
Cherish is not a word that we use often. Most people cannot recall
the last time they used it in a conversation. Its rarity and unfamiliarity
lay the foundation for the rest of the book. Thomas defines the word
cherish through excellent illustrations and then gives practical ways to
exercise and hone this new word in the reader's life.
One of the best inclusions of the book is a list of application ideas and
questions at the end of every chapter. This format allows you to take
one chapter a day to process through the information you read.
Yes, this is a book centered on marriage, but I would highly
recommend it to everyone. The concept of cherish is also applicable to
our relationships with brothers and sisters in Christ. I believe
implementing some of the ideas present can help everyone love as
Christ loves us.
I hope you will take the time to pick up this book. I ordered another
copy of it and will place it in the church library.
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These are the wonderful ladies who put together this years banquet. L to R: Mary
McDermott, Amy Carlisle, Gayle Pittman, Jewel Brown, Barbara Huddleston, Billye
Foster, Marge Long, Marcie Taylor, Betty DuPont, and June Love
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March Quiz

[answers on back page]
All answers begin with the letter ‘H’

1 The third person of the trinity, the _________ is also called the
___________. (John 14:16)
2 The mother of Samuel : ___________(Samuel 2:21)
3 Sarah’s Egyptian handmaiden: ___________ ( Genesis 16:1)
4 Esther’s Hebrew name was _________

( Esther 2:7)

5 The king of Judah when Jesus was born: ___________(Matthew 2:1)
6 The Christian’s armor includes the ___________of salvation. (Ephesians
6:17)
7 The rich man called out to the beggar Lazarus from __________ (Luke

Paul Washer is a Southern Baptist evangelist who addressed over
5000 youth at the 2002 Youth Evangelism Conference. This is
definitely a powerful presentation of the Gospel of Christ to those
who would seek Him or desire a fresh touch. Check out the link
below:

https://youtu.be/87pcDjb3HgU
Well, I was watching this video of the Youth Conference with
about 15 others tonight and while i was watching I just new what
brother Paul was preaching was going to get through to
someone… One of the elders made the comment that he hadn't
heard preaching like that since he was first saved a long time ago.
Also there was a girl who wanted to give her life to Christ, but
didn't know how exactly, she told me that this was what she
needed to hear and she was very convicted. It meant so much to
me that this video brought my bible study leader to tears, oh Lord
thank you so much … ~~ John Beechy

16:23)
8 Two Old Testament prophets: __________ and __________ (Ezra 5:1 and
Habakkuk 1:1)
9 Shadrach’s Hebrew name was __________ (Daniel 1:6-7)
10 We sing praises to God with many _______. (Ephesians 5:19)
11 John the Baptist ate locusts and wild ____________ (Matthew 3:4)
12 This word means “Praise Yahweh”: _____________(Revelation 19:4)
13 The Lord detests ___________eyes and a proud heart. (Proverbs 6:17)
14 Moses got tired during the battle with the Amalekites, so Aaron and
________ held up his hands. (Exodus 17:2)
15 Esther rescued her people by telling the king about a plot by
___________.(Esther 7:6)
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LOVE NOT THE WORLD
~Watchman Nee~

James 5:14-15

The Mind Behind the System

Mourning and Sick
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Week of 2/16

Week of 2/9
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2/26/20

Barnes, Betty
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Voss, Benny

Cook, James

McCord, Cooper

Voss, Donald

Cook, Janice

McCrary, Sandy

Voss, Helen

Crocker, Hollye

Messick, Jamie

Weatherly, Taylor

Crocker, Luna
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Presley,Laura

Estridge, Johnny
Fitzpatrick, Susan

Oak Ridge children give close attention to a recent message

Oak Ridge bag ladies hard at work preparing material for mats

Now is the judgment of this world: now shall the prince of this world
be cast out. And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men
unto myself” (John 12: 31– 32).
Our Lord Jesus utters these words at a key point in His ministry. He has
entered Jerusalem thronged by enthusiastic crowds; but almost at once He has
spoken in veiled terms of laying down His life, and to this heaven itself has given
public approval. Now He comes out with this great twofold statement. What, we
ask ourselves, can it have conveyed to those who have just acclaimed Him, going
out to meet Him and accompanying Him home on His ride? To most of them His
words, if they had any meaning at all, must have signified a complete reversal of
their hopes. Indeed the more discerning came to see in them a forecasting of the
actual circumstances of His death as a criminal (12: 33). Yet if His utterance
destroyed one set of illusions, it offered in place of them a wonderful hope, solid
and secure. For it announced a far more radical exchange of dominion than even
Keith, Cledia
Jewish patriots looked for. With cords of love their hearts will be drawn away
from a world under judgment to Jesus the Son of Man who, though lifted up to
die, is by that very act lifted up to reign.
“The earth” is the scene of this crisis and its tremendous outcome, and “this
world” is, we may say, its point of collision. That point we shall make the theme
of our study, and we will begin by looking at the New Testament ideas associated
with the important Greek word kosmos. In the English versions this word is, with
a single exception shortly to be noticed, invariably translated “the world.” (The
other Greek word, aion, also so translated, embodies the idea of time and should
more aptly be rendered “the age.”)
Concerning this system there are two things to be emphasized. First, since the
day when Adam opened the door for evil to enter God’s creation, the world
order has shown itself to be hostile to God. The world “knew not God” (1 Cor. 1:
21), “hated” Christ (John 15: 18) and “cannot receive” the Spirit of truth (14: 17).
“Its works are evil” (John 7: 7) and the “friendship of the world is enmity with
God” (James 4: 4). Hence Jesus says, “My kingdom is not of this world” (John 18:
36). He has “overcome the world” (16: 33) and “the victory that hath overcome
the world” is “our faith” in him (1 John 5: 4). For, as the verse of John 12 that
heads this study affirms, the world is under judgment. God’s attitude to it is
uncompromising.
This is because, secondly, as the same verse makes clear, there is a mind
behind the system. John writes repeatedly of “the prince of this world” (12: 31;
14: 30; 16: 11). In his epistle he describes him as “he that is in the world” (1 John
4: 4) and matches against him the Spirit of truth who indwells believers. “The
whole world,” John says, “lieth in the evil one” (5: 19). He is the rebellious
kosmokrator, world ruler— a word which, however, appears only once, used in
the plural of his lieutenants, the “world rulers of this darkness” (Eph. 6: 12).
There is, then, an ordered system, “the world,” which is governed from
behind the scenes by a ruler, Satan. When in John 12: 31 Jesus states that the
sentence of judgment has been passed upon this world He does not mean that
the material world or its inhabitants are judged. For them judgment is yet to
come. What is there judged is that as Jesus’ words make clear, it is he, “the
prince of the world,” who has been judged (John 16: 11) and who is to be
dethroned and “cast out” forever.
Scripture thus gives depth to our understanding of the world around us. Indeed,
unless we look at the unseen powers behind the material things we may readily be
deceived.
This consideration may help us to understand better the passage in First Peter 3
alluded to above. There the apostle sets “the outward adorning (kosmos) of plaiting
the hair, and of wearing jewels of gold, or of putting on apparel” in deliberate
contrast with “the incorruptible apparel of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the
sight of God of great price.” By inference, therefore, the former are corrupt and
worthless to God. We may or may not be ready at once to accept Peter’s valuation,
depending upon whether we see the true import of his words. Here is what he is
implying. In the background behind these matters of wearing apparel and jewelry and
make-up, there is a power at work for its own ends. Do not let that power grip you.
What, we have to ask ourselves, is the motive that activates us in relation to these
things? It may be nothing sensuous but altogether innocent, aiming by the use of
tone and harmony and perfect matching merely to gain an effect that is aesthetically
pleasing. There may be nothing intrinsically wrong in doing this; but do you and I see
what we are touching here? We are touching that harmonious system behind the
things seen, a system that is controlled by God’s enemy. So let us be wary.
The Bible opens with God’s creation of the heavens and the earth. It does not say
that He created the world in the sense that we are discussing it now. Through the
Bible the meaning of “the world” undergoes a development, and it is only in the New
Testament (though perhaps to a lesser extent already in the Psalms and some of the
Prophets) that “the world” comes to have its full spiritual significance. We can readily
see the reason for this development. Before the fall of man, the world existed only in
the sense of the earth, the people on the earth, and the things on the earth. As yet
there was no kosmos, no “world,” in the sense of a constituted order. With the Fall,
however, Satan brought on this earth the order which he himself had conceived, and
with that began the world system of which we are speaking. Originally our physical
earth had no connection with “the world” in this sense of a Satanic system, nor
indeed had man; but Satan took advantage of man’s sin, and of the door this threw
open to him, to introduce into the earth the organization which he had set himself to
establish. From that point of time this earth was in “the world,” and man was in “the
world.” So we may say that before the Fall there was an earth; after the Fall there
was a “world”; at the Lord’s return there will be a kingdom. Just as the world belongs
to Satan, so the Kingdom belongs to our Lord Jesus. Moreover it is this Kingdom that
displaces and that will displace the world. When the “Stone not made with hands”
shatters man’s proud image, then the kingdom of this world will “become the
kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ” (Dan. 2: 44– 45; Rev. 11: 15). [to be continued]
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March 2020 Nursery Volunteers
March 1st and 4th ~~ Betty Dupont
March 8th and 11th ~~ Mary McDermott
March 15th and 18th ~~ Lois Shaddix
March 22nd and 25th ~~ Gayle Pittman
March 29th and April 1st ~~ Barbara Huddleston
Volunteers—Please check with Judy Smallwood before Sunday School and Church to see if you will be
needed. Volunteers are also requested to check in with Judy on Wednesday nights to see if they will be
needed then as well.

A Heart for the Lord
John 5:39 You search the Scriptures, because you think that in
them you have eternal life; and it is these that testify concerning Me. (40) Yet you are
not willing to come to Me that you may have life.
None of the religious people in Jerusalem went with the magi to Bethlehem. This
is quite strange. If you had been a priest among those priests, would you not have
gone with the wise men to see if Jesus had actually been born in Bethlehem? If I
had been there, I certainly would have gone to find out for myself whether or not
Christ had actually been born. But none of them went. They had knowledge and
they could tell people that the Messiah would be born in Bethlehem; yet none of
them went for themselves. Although they were for the knowledge of the Bible,
they were not for the living Person of the Messiah. How about today's situation?
Many are very scriptural, but they care only for the Scriptures, not for the living
Christ. If the Jewish religionists had cared for Christ, they would have gone to
Bethlehem, which was not far from Jerusalem even by the ancient method of
travel. Although Bethlehem was not far, none of the scribes, elders, or priests
bothered to go. This proves that you can have the knowledge of the Bible without
having a heart for the living Christ. To have the vision is one thing, to have the
knowledge of the Bible is another thing, and to have a heart for the living Christ is
still another thing. We all need to pray, "Lord, give me a heart for You. I want to
see the vision and I want to know the Bible. But even more, I want to have a heart
that seeks You."

The Oak Ridge ladies recently engaged in a basket weaving project designed to
provide fancy table decorations for the February banquet. Marcie Taylor
provided the materials and know-how for the group. Here we see Jewell Brown
cheerfully at her basket making task. It doesn’t look as though it will hold much
at this stage, but she is very confident the outcome will be a success. And it
was…

February Library Lines

Oak Ridge History

~Susan Loffer~

October 2, 1949
The Oakridge Baptist Church convened in regular conference. Minutes and
Treasurer’s report were read and approved. Sunday School report was
adopted. Letter was granted to M. C. Anthony.
The following were elected for S.S. Teachers:
Associate Teacher for Winsome Class - Tom B. Smith, Associate Teacher for
young People - Mrs. R. J. Wommack. Committee on flowers for funerals Mrs. W. E. Burkhalter, Mrs. Tom B. Smith. The church voted to cooperate in
simultaneous Revival beginning April 9, 1950. By vote of approval Bro. Fant
was given authority to have the Church grounds cleaned and the Parsonage
bath room and living room papered. The following were elected as
messengers to Association meeting in Bloomburg, Texas: Rev. W. E.
Woodson, Mrs. W. E. Woodson Mrs. G. W. Hunnicutt, Mrs. R. J. Wommack,
Mrs. W. M. Carmichael, alternates: L. E. Loffer, Mrs. C. D. Fant, Mrs. Melvin
Cannon, Mrs. Claudine Loffer and Mrs. Eva Loffer. Rev. W. E. Woodson was
elected as Associational Board member. The clerk was authorized to send
$7.50 to Association for minutes. The Associational letter was read and
approved. No other business, conference adjourned.
February 5, 1950
The Oakridge Baptist Church met in monthly conference. Minutes of the
last conference (Nov 6, 1949) was read and approved. Treasurer’s report
was adopted. Two committees were released, that to purchase the stoves
for the Sunday School rooms and that to purchase and secure adjustments
on the new piano. The church voted to have the Church building, including
S.S. rooms covered and the standing repair committee have charge; also,
authorized them to have the flues knocked off. Associate T. U. leader was
elected namely, L. E. Loffer. Not other business, conference adjourned
March 5, 1950
The Oakridge Church met in regular monthly conference. Minutes were
read and approved, the Treasurer’s report adopted. The following
recommendation from Pastor and Deacons was adopted:
1. To set aside as Building fund the bond in the Bank and $25.00 each
month plus the fifth Sundays entire offering.
2. To give 10% of our Monthly contributions to the cooperative program.
The Repair Committee reported that the shingles had not been purchased
and ask the church suggest a color for the shingles. Green was suggested.
Conference adjourned.
June 4, 1950
The Oakridge Baptist met in monthly conference. The minutes of May 7th
was read and the following corrections were added:
(1) Committee reported the church roof job finished.
(2) The Church voted to send pastor to Chicago, Ill. for the Southern
‘Baptist Convention.
(3) The Deacons were named as a committee to secure a preacher for the
coming revival.
(4) Mr. W. A. Harty was elected to look after the mowing of the church
lawn.

Have you noticed that there are several books and a checkout sheet in the
foyer of the auditorium? Feel free to pick one up and sign a book out right
there, and when finished you can take it to the library or leave it back on
the table—I’ll find it in either place.
We have several new items this month, but these are in the library, not
the foyer:
Nonfiction
Living on the Ragged Edge by Charles R. Swindoll. Subtitled “Finding Joy in
a World Gone Mad”, this is a study on the book of Ecclesiastes.
The Insanity of Obedience by Nik Ripkin. Subtitle: “Walking with Jesus in
Tough Places”. This is a sequel to The Insanity of God. This is a call to
mission with clear-eyed acceptance of difficulties faced by the obedient.
Fiction
Home on the Range by Ruth Logan Herne. Nick Stafford works on his
family’s ranch while trying to raise two daughters after his wife deserted
the family. A family therapist he hires to help the girls deal with their loss
soon falls for the girls—and their dad is pretty appealing, too.
The Confession by Beverly Lewis. Sequel to The Shunning. Katherine left
the Amish ways she was raised to find her birth mother. Her step-father
does not accept her. Can Katherine make her way between these two
worlds to peace?
All Things New by Lynn Austin. Josephine Weatherly and her remaining
family return to their Virginia plantation after the Civil War is lost and
over. Life is difficult, and Josephine must rely on help from one of the
remaining servants, Lizzie, and her faith in God to help her through her
new life.

Read the Bible in a Year
March 2020
© 1980, 1991 R.J. Krejcir Into Thy Word www.intothyword.org
This Bible reading plan will take you through the entire bible in one year.

Mar 1: Num 14-15; Ps 90
Mar 2: Num 16-17
Mar 3: Num 18-20
Mar 4: Num 21-22
Mar 5: Num 23-25
Mar 6: Num 26-27
Mar 7: Num 28-30
Mar 8: Num 31-32
Mar 9: Num 33-34
Mar 10: Num 35-36
Mar 11: Deut 1-2
Mar 12: Deut 3-4
Mar 13: Deut 5-7:
Mar 14: Deut 8-10
Mar 15Deut 11-13
Mar 16: Deut 14-16
Mar 17: Deut 17-20
Mar 18: Deut 21-23
Mar 19: Deut 24-27
Mar 20: Deut 28-29
Mar 21: Deut 30-31
Mar 22: Deut 32-34; Ps 91
Mar 23: Josh 1-4
Mar 24: Josh 5-8
Mar 25: Josh 9-11
Mar 26: Josh 12-15
Mar 27: Josh 16-18
Mar 28: Josh 19-21
Mar 29: Josh 22-24
Mar 30: Jud 1-2
Mar 31: Jud 3-5

Oak Ridge Family News
“Rooted in Christ, Reaching With the Gospel”

P O Box 207
Marietta, Texas 75566

Answers to Bible
Quiz ‘H’
1 Holy Spirit, Helper
2 Hannah
3 Hagar
4 Hadassah
5 Herod
6 Helmet
7 Hades
8 Haggai, Habakkuk
9 Hananiah
10 Hymns
11 Honey
12 Hallelujah!
13 Haughty
14 Hur
15 Haman

The Treasurer’s report of June 4, 1950 was adopted. The church voted to buy a
power (gas) lawn mower. The committee to install the fans was given authority
to make necessary openings in building to install the fans. Mrs. Claudine Loffer
suggested she would like the Primary room papered so it was suggested that the
repair committee arrange to have rooms papered that needed the job now. The
church voted to send the bus to the Training Union meeting in Queen city the
following Monday night. No other business conference adjourned.
July 2, 1950
The Oakridge Baptist Church convened for regular monthly conference.
Minutes, Treasurer’s reports were read and adopted. Letter for Rev. James
Wommack from Dalton Baptist Church was read. Letter was granted to Mrs.
Hugh Floyd who had joined Baptist Church of Daingerfield. The church voted
(1) For the pulpit committee to secure a song leader for the revival.
(2) For the church to send proper letter along with our members who were
attending the World Alliance meeting in Cleveland, Ohio this month. No other
business conference adjourned.

