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Over a month ago, our routines changed because of the presence of a
virus. Something so small, invisible to the naked eye, interrupted our
lives. Despite the changes, I pray that God has blessed you during this
time. I hope that when we can start participating in our usual
activities, that God moves our hearts to a greater sense of His
presence, will, and blessings.
I want to recommend another book to you: Prayer, by John
Onwuchekwa (please do not ask me to pronounce his last name). I
have several books in my library about prayer, but this work is a bit
different. First, it focuses on corporate prayer. The current church
places a large amount of emphasis on personal prayer, and rightly so.
However, when we look at the birth of the church in Acts, we see that
prayer was a vital part of worship services.
Second, the book is a pleasant read. Crossway publishes this
book as a part of a series by 9 Marks, Building Healthy Churches. Last
month, I recommended, What is the Gospel? It is a part of the same
series. The format of each book in this collection makes it accessible to
a broad audience – even those that find it challenging to sit and read.
Most of the chapters are no longer than 15 pages, and the books are
small in size. Though the subject is vital, the format (which is the
format of all the books in this series) makes the reading time pleasant.
Finally, Onwuchekwa addresses this central idea: if personal
prayer dramatically impacts the individual, how much more will proper
corporate prayer significantly impact the church body? Yes, the author
acknowledges that private prayer is essential to corporate prayer, but
both are vital.
Like the other books I recommend to you, this book is in the
church library. Feel free to come by the church and look for books to
read. I hope you will enjoy reading Prayer as much as I did.
.
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May Quiz

Matthew Walker

All Answers Begin with ‘J’
[answers on back page]

1 The One who died to save us from our sins: ____________
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2 The first of the Twelve disciples to be martyred: ________ (Acts 12:2)
3 One of the good kings of Judah, who followed in his father Asa’s
footsteps: ___________( I Kings 41-42)
4 The younger twin son of Isaac and Rebekah: ________(Genesis 25:26)
5 The author of Lamentations:__________ (see chapter introduction in a

This Oak Ridge deacon in is in need of a Lifesaver spearmint candy
replenishment. Reports are that his beloved candies of choice have been
depleted [he ate them] with little possibility of replenishment without the
help and generosity of those who are generally helpful and generous. All
candy contributions may be sent to Bill Carr, #208, % Park Place Manor, 810
east 13th Ave. , Belton, TX 76513. [Don’t worry about corrupting his teeth. He said
he didn’t have but one and it has developed powerful immunity to sweets]

study Bible)
6 This man took 10 tribes from Rehoboam and became the first king of
Israel: ___________(2 Chronicles 10:13)
7 Moses’s servant, who led the people when Moses died:________
(Numbers 11:28)
8 Vindictive Queen of Israel who tried to kill Elijah:______(1 Kings 19:1-2)
9 First city conquered by the Children of Israel under Joshua’s
leadership:________ (Joshua 6)
10 Name the 8 books of the Bible that begin with J _______(see the
contents for help)
11 The capitol city of Judah: ____________ (2 Samuel 5:5-6)
12 Youngest of the Twelve, he lived the longest: __________ (John 19:2627)
13 After an unexpected cruise, this man called Nineveh to repentance:
__________(Jonah 3:4)
14 Every fiftieth year, the Israelites were to return all property. The Year of
Liberty, or _________(Leviticus 25:10)
15 “What does the Lord require of you but to do __________, to love
kindness, ad to walk humbly with your God?” (Micah 6:8)

Major Ian Thomas 1914-2007
This month’s sheltering in place ‘spiritual meat’ message of yesteryear
link is brought to us by Major Ian Thomas. Major Thomas was an
Evangelical writer, theological teacher and founder of the Torchbearers
bible schools. These schools are now world-wide in many countries and
provide a teaching base on the person of Christ in the believer and basic
Biblical exposition of Bible books. His burden in ministry was to express
and show the indwelling life of Christ in believers and the rest and power
that life will have in us as we trust and have faith.

http://ia800901.us.archive.org/8/items/SERMONINDEX_SID
0281/SID0281.mp3
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LOVE NOT THE WORLD

James 5:14-15

~Watchman Nee~
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Mourning and Sick
Week of 4/26

Week of 4/7

The Trend Away From God

Week of 3/15

Yet our Lord's sentence of judgment clearly implies that everything that
constitutes "the world" is out of line with God's purpose. His words, "Now is the
Evans, Janice
Brumsfield, Kevin
Salvation Smith Fam judgment of this world," clearly imply the condemnation of all that goes to make
Smith, Cliff
Valentin, Kristine
Salvation Loeper Fam up the cosmos, and would never have been uttered if there were not something
radically amiss with it. Further, when Jesus goes on: "Now shall the prince of this
Rhodes Fam health
world be cast out," he is stressing not merely the intimate relation between
DeVore Fam health
Satan and the world order but the fact that its condemnation is linked with his.
Do we acknowledge that Satan Keith,
is todayCledia
the prince of education and science and
Church Family 4/26/2020
culture and the arts, and that they, with him, are doomed? Do we acknowledge
Barnes, Betty
Jones, Buck
Van Winkle, Donna
that he is the effective master of all those things that together make up the
world system?
Baugh, Ernie
Jones, Lanny
Womack, Gail
When mention is made of a dance hall or a night club, our reaction as
Binkley, Jo & Bill
Lindsey, Mary
Christians is one of instinctive disapproval. To us that is "the world" par
Brock, Randy
Luebbert, Alex
excellence. When, however, to go to the other extreme, medical science or
social service are discussed, there may be no such reaction at all. These things
Brown, Chet & Jewel
McCann, Robert
command our tacit approval, and maybe too our enthusiastic support. And
between these extremes there lie a host of other things varying widely in their
Cancer and Long Term
influence for
good or bad, between which we should probably none of us
agree on where to draw an exact line. Yet let us face the fact that judgment has
Agnor, Lisa
Granderson, Steve
Rodriguez, Luz
been pronounced by God, NOT upon certain selected things that belong to this
Alford, Katy
Guess, Don
Simpson, Gary
world, but impartially upon them all.
Bailey, Lori
Holmes, Don
Smallwood, Hubert
Test yourself. If you venture into one of these approved fields, and then
someone exclaims to you: "You have touched the world there," will you be
Baker, Sue
Horne, Betty Jean
Spencer, Pat
moved? Probably not at all. It takes someone whom you really respect to say to
Brown, Mike
Huddleston, Mary
Taylor, Melissa
you very straightly and earnestly: "Brother, you have become involved with
Byrum, Julia
Jester, Matthew
van Dalen, Dirk
Satan there!" before you will so much as hesitate. Is that not so? How would you
feel if anyone said to you: "You have touched education there," or "You have
Cambron, Vance
Jones, Roy
van Dalen, Karen
touched medical science," or "You have touched commerce"?
Capps, Calvin
Jordan, Nancy
Venable, Cindy
Would you react with the same degree of caution as you would if he had said,
Capps, Morris
Martin, Barbara
Voss, Benny
"You have touched the Devil there"? If we truly believed that whenever we
Clements, Cora
Matlock, Max
Voss, Donald
touch any of these things that constitute the world we touch the prince of this
world, then the awful seriousness of being in any wise involved in worldly things
Cook, James
McCord, Cooper
Voss, Helen
could not fail to strike home to us. "The whole world lies in the evil one"–not a
Cook, Janice
McCrary, Sandy
Weatherly, Taylor
part of it, but the whole. Do not let us think for a moment that Satan opposes
Crocker, Hollye
Messick, Jamie
West, Jerry
God only by means of sin and carnality in men's hearts; he opposes God by
means of every worldly thing. Oh, I agree with you that the things of the world
Crocker, Luna
Mize, Jo Ann
Wilkerson, Kevin
are all in one sense material, lifeless, intrinsically without power to harm us; yet
Davis, Nathan
Moonyham, Lucille
Williams, Steven
even that should itself suggest that they are resistant to the purpose of God, as
Day, Ronnie
Mullins, Jerry
York, Monte
indeed is everything in which there is no touch of divine life.
The recurring phrase “after its kind” in Genesis 1 represents a law of
Dodson, Shane
Packer, Courtney
reproduction that governs the whole realm of biological nature. It does not,
Ellis, Grady
Pittman, Mickey
however, govern the realm of the Spirit. For generation after generation, human
parents can beget children after their kind; but one thing is certain: Christians
cannot beget Christians! Not even where both parents are Christians will the
children born to them automatically be Christians, no, not even in the first
generation. It will take a fresh act of God every time.
And this principle applies no less truly in the affairs of mankind more widely.
All that belongs to human nature continues spontaneously; all that belongs to
God continues only for as long as God’s working continues. And the world is allinclusively that which can continue apart from divine activity, that is, which can
go on by itself without the need of specific acts of God to maintain it in
freshness. The world, and all that belongs to the world, does this naturally— it is
its nature— and in doing so it moves in a direction contrary to the will of God.
This statement we shall now seek to illustrate both from the Scripture and from
Christian experience.
Clayton, Sue

Hartsfield, Teresa

Shaddix, Danny Joe

Let us take first the field of political science. The Old Testament history of Israel
affords us the example of a highly privileged nation and its government. The people
of Israel, we are told, wanted to be on equal terms with the nations around them; so
they set their heart on a king. We will leave aside for the moment their election of
Saul, and move on to the point where eventually, in his own time, God gave them the
king of His choice who would establish the kingdom under His own direction.
Now even when this was clearly God’s doing, the natural trend of this kingdom
proved to be, “like the nations,” away from Him. For a kingdom is a worldly thing, and
in keeping with all worldly things it tends to come into collision with the divine
purpose. Wherever in the world a nation’s government is left to itself, it follows it’s
natural course which is further and further away from God. And what is true in
secular national politics worked itself out equally surely even in divinely chosen Israel.
Whenever God discontinued His specific acts on their behalf, the kingdom of Israel
drifted into idolatrous political alignments. There were recoveries, it is true, but every
one was marked by a definite divine intervention, and without such intervention the
trend was always downhill.
It will scarcely surprise us that the same thing proves to be true in the field of
commerce. I can think of no sphere where the temptation to dishonest and corrupt
dealing is so great as here. We all know something of this. We all know how hard it is
to remain straight and to conduct affairs honestly in the competitive world of trade.
Many would say that it is impossible, and certainly to do so calls for a life that is cast
upon God in an unusual way.
We recall that our Lord Jesus tells us of two contrasting men, one who gained
the whole world and forfeited his life, and another, a merchant, who went and sold
all that he had to buy one priceless pearl. To the latter of these Jesus likened the
kingdom of heaven (Matt. 16:26; 13:45, 46). The Spirit of God has not infrequently
moved men in business to action of a like character. There have been not a few
well–known business firms whose profits have been turned over to divine ends in
the spread of the Gospel and in other ways. [to be continued]
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May 2020 Nursery Volunteer [Tentative Schedule]
May 3rd and 6th ~~ Barbara Huddleston
May 10th and 13th ~~ Betty Dupont
May 17th and 20th ~~ Mary McDermott
May 24th and 27th ~~ Lois Shaddix
May 31st ~~ Gayle Pittman
Volunteers—Please check with Judy Smallwood before Sunday School
and Church to see if you will be needed. Volunteers are also asked to
check in with Judy on Wednesday nights to see if you will be needed
then as well.

There are few things quite so boring as being religious, but there is
nothing quite so exciting as being a Christian! Most folks have never
discovered the difference between the one and the other, so there are
those who sincerely try to live a life they do not have, substituting
religion for God, Churchianity for Christ, and their own noble endeavors
for the energy, joy, and power of the Holy Spirit. In the absence of reality,
they can only grasp at rituals, stubbornly defending the latter [rituals] in
the absence of the former [the power of the Holy Spirit], lest they be
found
with
neither!
They are lamps without oil, cars without gas, and pens without ink,
baffled at their own impotence in the absence of all that alone can make
man functional; for man was so engineered by God that the presence of
the Creator within the creature is indispensable to His humanity. Christ
gave Himself for us to give Himself to us! His presence in believers puts God
back into the man! He came that we might have life -- God's life! ~~Maj, Ian

Thomas

Dear God,
Right now I need to take a stand against my fear and confusion. I give
it to you God. I lay my burden at your feet. I trust in your Word and
love for me. I know that through Christ, my victory will come as I, by
faith, lay hold of His Victory. I recognize that You have sent the Holy
Spirit to come into my spirit to make the power and reality of Christ’s
Victory real in every circumstance I face. Please help me to enter into
the reality of this. I trust You to keep me steadily through all I face in
this life and I confess I cannot keep myself…—Unknown

May Library Lines
~Susan Loffer~

If I haven’t been able to tempt you to read with last month’s new
titles, maybe these new ones will tickle your fancy. I’ll put them in
the library and hope it won’t be long until we can be back in there
sharing tales with each other.
Non-fiction
Moments Together by Dennis and Barbara Rainey. This might be a
good time for families, especially couples, to read and pray
together every day. Here’s one way to get started.
Cherish by Gary Thomas. We need to learn what it means to truly
cherish our mate, our family, our friends. These principles are
focused on enhancing the marriage relationship, but they give us a
picture of what it means to love others as Jesus loves us.
Fiction
Peace Like a River by Elaine Schulte. Callie Talbot sets out to find
her three siblings that were orphaned and sent west on an orphan
train.
Mercy’s Rain Cindy K. Sproles. After a childhood of abuse, Mercy
found restoration after hardship in nineteenth century Appalachia.
One commenter wrote, “A beautifully written story of man’s
depravity and God’s mercy.”
Justice Buried by Patricia Bradley. “Crackling with romantic tension
and laced with intrigue, this suspenseful story…will keep you
guessing—and looking over your shoulder.”

Read the Bible in a Year
May 2020
© 1980, 1991 R.J. Krejcir Into Thy Word www.intothyword.org
This Bible reading plan will take you through the entire bible in one year.

May 1: 2Sam 5:1-10; 1Ch 11-12
May 2: Ps 133
May 3: Ps 106-107
May 4: 2Sam 5:11-6:23; 1Chron 13
May 5: Ps 1-2/15/22-24/47/68
May 6: Ps 89/96/100-101/105/132
May 7: 2Sam 7; 1Chron 17
May 8: Ps 25/29/33/36/39
May 9: 2Sam 8-9; 1Chron 18
May 10: Ps 50/53/60/75
May 11: 2Sam10; 1Chron 19; Ps 20
May 12: Ps 65-67/69-70
May 13: 2Sam 11-12; 1Chron 20
May 14: Ps 32/51/86/122
May 15: 2Sam 13-15
May 16: Ps 3-4/12-13/28/55
May 17: 2Sam 16-18
May 18: Ps 26/40/58/61-62/64
May 19: 2Sam 19-21
May 20: Ps 5/38/41-42
May 21: Ps 22-23/57
May 22: Ps 95/97-99
May 23: 2Sam 24; 1Chron 21-22; Ps
30
May 24: Ps 108-110
May 25: 1Chron 23-25
May 26: Ps 131/138-139/143-145
May 27: 1Chron 26-29; Ps 127
May 28: Ps 111-118
May 29: 1King 1-2; Ps 37/71/94
May 30: Ps 119:1-88

May 31: 1King 3-4; 2Chron 1;
Ps 72
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Answers to Bible
Quiz ‘J’
1 Jesus
2 James
3 Jehoshaphat
4 Jacob
5 Jeremiah
6 Jeroboam son of Nebat
7 Joshua
8 Jezebel
9 Jericho
10 Joshua, Judges, Job,
Jeremiah, Jonah, Joel,
John, James
11 Jerusalem
12 John son of Zebedee
13 Jonah
14 Jubilee
15 Justice or justly

Oak Ridge History
April 1, 1951
Oakridge Baptist Church met in monthly conference. Minutes was read and
approved. Voted to remove names of those who have joined Churches of
other faiths from roll (Tenbrooks, Walls). Voted to let Mrs. Wilson use
piano - adj.
May 6, 1951
The Oakridge Baptist Church met I conference. Minutes was read and
approved. Treasurer’s report was approved. The clerk read the list of
names that had been excluded or granted letters since last recording. Bro.
Lemmon agreed to write Mrs. Edwards concerning her membership here.
The necessary repairs for the parsonage was left for the general repair
committee. The Church agreed to finish paying for chairs bought for the
Winsome Class. Mrs. Anthony stated that she needed chairs for Junior Boys
and she was granted permission to purchase those as the church previously
voted to buy any equipment needed for the Sunday School. It was
announced that Vacation Bible School would begin June 4th. No other
business conference adjourned.
August 12, 1951
The Oakridge Baptist Church met in called conference. The following
business was transacted. The church clerk was instructed to order 25
copies of “When Youth Sings”. Time for the Baptismal Service was set for 5
o’clock, August 19th at Bro. Lem Loffers pond. The church licensed Bro.
James Day to exercise his gifts as a called minister of the Gospel. There
being no further business, conference adjourned.
The following were baptized at the First Baptist Church at Naples, Texas on
August 12, 1951:
Carolyn Spurgers, Audrey Franklin, Gaynor McCord, Hazel Knighton,
Katheryn Brewer, Bobby Don Fletcher, Betty Burkhalter, Bertha Barron,
Harvey Barron, Marilyn Smith, Carolyn Hanes, Peggy McCord, Donald
Spurger, Windel Briley, Lewis Harold Rogers, Sharon Rogers, Billy McCoy,
Tommy McCoy, Noel Wayne Nash, Loddie Lee Nash
September 2, 1951
The Oakridge Baptist Church met in regular conference. Minutes of May 6
and August 12 were read and approved. The Treasurer’s report was
adopted. Messengers to the Enon Association were elected as follows:
Rev. Hoyett Lemmon, Mrs. G. W. Hunnicutt, Mr. J. T. Robinson, Rev. R. H.
Wommack, Mr. W. A. Wommack and Mr. R. R. Spurger. Letter for Mrs.
Jimmie Penny was granted to First Baptist Church, Naples, Texas. The
church voted to include all of new addition to Cemetery in the contract for
keeping the grounds clean. No other business conference adjourned.
December 9, 1951
The matter of fencing the Cemetery was brought up for discussion. The
standing committee was instructed to secure prices on different kinds of
fencing including that of an ornamental type and report to the church the
following Sunday. No other business conference adjourned.
December 16, 1951
The committee for fencing the Cemetery reported that the ornamental
fence for East and North sides would cost approximately $500.00 dollars.
The church accepted Lewis Rogers’ offer to pay difference in price of light
weight and heavier weight wire and authorized the committee to purchase
the better grade of wire.
February 13. 1952
The Oakridge Baptist Church met in conference. The minutes and financial
report were read and approved. The following were named as a
committee to hire a keeper for the Cemetery and a janitor for the church.
T. E. Wommack, R. R. Spurger, Mrs. Naoma Anthony and Mrs. Effie
Hampton. Letter was granted Miss Hazel Knighten who had joined Dalton
Baptist Church. A committee, Mrs. W. E. Woodson, Miss Veneta Hancock
and Mrs. Joe Robinson, was appointed to investigate prices and recommend
type of projector needed for our church. No other business, conference
adjourned.
Bro. Hoyett Lemmon (Moderator)
Mrs. Tom Smith (Clk)

